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A. Object: This seminar course is an introduction to the novel conception of philosophy—
“Ethics as First Philosophy”—proposed by the contemporary French philosopher Emmanuel
Levinas (1906-1995). Following the development of Levinas’s thought from his early
writings to Totality and Infinity (Totalité et infini, 1961) and beyond, this course studies
Levinas’s original conception of existence, being, the subject and ethics of otherness. In
paying attention to Levinas’s subtle relation to Husserl, Heidegger and Sartre, this course
will try to show in what way Levinas’s thought has brought about the ethical turn in the
phenomenological movement and its influence in Contemporary Western philosophy.
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B. Outline Z{2 A4 (tentative)
1. Introduction: Why read Levinas? How to read Levinas?
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Reading: Hent de Vries, “Levinas”, in A Companion to Continental Philosophy, ed. S.
Critchley & W. R. Schroeder (Blackwell, 1998), pp. 245-255.

2. Levinas’s life and times and their relation to his philosophical development
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Readings:
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a. E. Levinas, Ethics and Infinity. Conversations with Philippe Nemo [1982], Eng. trans. R.
Cohen (Pittsburg: Duquesnes University Press, 1985).

b. E. Levinas and Richard Kearney, “Dialogue with Emmanuel Levinas”, in Face to Face
with Levinas, ed. Richard A. Cohen (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1986), pp. 13-33.

3. Early encounter with Husserlian phenomenology and Heideggerian ontology
H GNP SR SR ¢ BEAZE R MBS A 2
Readings:

a. Levinas, The Theory of Intuition in Husserl's Phenomenology [1930], Eng. tr. A.
Orianne (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1995).

b. Levinas, “Martin Heidegger and Ontology” [1932], Eng. tr. Committee of Public
Safety, Diacritics 26 (1), Spring 1996: 11-32.

4. Levinas thinker of his time: first awareness of the danger of Hitler’s philosophy of force
and its threat toward freedom
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Readings: Levinas, “Reflections on the Philosophy of Hitlerism” [1934], Eng. tr. S.
Hand, Critical Inquiry 17 (1990), 63-71.

5. Farewell to Heideggerian ontology and new thinking of existence
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Reading:

a. Levinas, On Escape [1935], Eng. tr. B. Bergo (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
2003).

b. Levinas, Existence and Existents [1947], Eng. tr. A. Lingis (The Hague: M. Nijhoff,
1978).

6. First formulation of the question of the Other
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Reading: Levinas, Time and the Other [1947], Eng. tr. R. Cohen (Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press, 1987)

7. Primacy of the Other: radical criticism of Heideggerian ontology and first description of
phenomenology of the face-to-face
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Readings:

a. Levinas, “Is Ontology Fundamental?”’ [1951], Eng. tr. M. B. Smith and B.
Harshav, in Entre nous: on Thinking-of-the-other (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1998), pp. 1-12.

b. Levinas, “Philosophy and the Idea of Infinity” [1957], Eng. tr. Alphonse
Lingis, in Emmanuel Levinas, Collected Philosophical Papers (Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press, 1998), pp. 47-59.



TR R EPT B B AR £ MA in Philosophy CUHK T2, 2025/26 PHIL 5340 Prof LAU Kwok-ying

8. Ethics as first philosophy and its elaboration in Totality and Infinity [1961], Eng, tr.
Alphonse Lingis (Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1969).
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a. Critique of the history of Western philosophy as totalization: the project of Totality and
Infinity
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Readings:

“Ethics as first philosophy” [1982], Eng. tr. S. Hand & M. Temple, in The Levinas
Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford & Cambridge: Blackwell, 1989), pp. 75-87.
- Totality and Infinity, “Preface”, pp. 21-30.

b. The face as key to the Other and transcendence
THIAE Ry iR 8 R %

Reading: Totality and Infinity, Section 1. “The Same and the Other. A. Metaphysics and
transcendence”, pp. 33-52.

c. Ontological separation and phenomenology of enjoyment and suffering
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Reading: Totality and Infinity, Section II, “Interiority and Economy. A. Separation as Life.
B. Enjoyment and Representation. C. I and Dependence”, pp. 109-151.

d. The ethical dimension of the face: exit from phenomenology and ontology
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Reading: Totality and Infinity, Section III. “Exteriority and the Face. A. Sensibility and the
Face. B. Ethics and the Face”, pp. 187-219.

e. Phenomenology of Warfare violence and transcendence of the Other
B T (A ER SR B2 LA S T e
Reading: Totality and Infinity, “The Ethical Relation and Time”, pp. 220-247.
f. Phenomenology of eros and fecundity: multiplicity of the figures of Otherness
FERRABNHRRE - BN R LR
Reading: Totality and Infinity, “Beyond the Face”, pp. 254-285.
g. Conclusion: The Other as Exteriority and Infinity

Gl © AEE Ry ME B AR
Reading: Totality and Infinity, “Conclusions”, pp. 289-307.

9. Levinas’s influence
F| AT 2 2

a. Derrida’s first critical reception of Levinas’s philosophy
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Reading: J. Derrida, “Violence and Metaphysics. An Essay on the Thought of Emmanuel
Levinas” [1963], Eng. tr. A. Bass, in Writing and Difference (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1978), pp. 79-153.

b. How to think beyond ontology? Levinas’s radicalization of his philosophical ethics

E. Levinas, “Substitution” [1968], in Emmanuel Levinas, Basic Philosophical Writings,
ed. A. T. Peperzak, S. Critchley, and R. Bernasconi (Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana
University Press, 1996), pp. 79-95.

c. Toward an ethical politics

Levinas, “Peace and Proximity” [1984], in Emmanuel Levinas, Basic Philosophical
Writings, pp. 161-169.

10. Conclusion: Western philosophy after Levinas
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C. English Translation of Main Works of Levinas used ¥l #4572 F B ZEAE

1. E. Levinas, Ethics and Infinity. Conversations with Philippe Nemo [1982], Eng. trans. R.
Cohen (Pittsburg: Duquesnes University Press, 1985).

2. E. Levinas, On Escape [1935], Eng. tr. B. Bergo (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
2003).

3. E. Levinas, Existence and Existents [1947], Eng. tr. A. Lingis (The Hague: M. Nijhoff,
1978).

4. E. Levinas, Time and the Other [1947], Eng. tr. R. Cohen (Pittsburgh: Duquesne University
Press, 1987).

5. E. Levinas, “Is Ontology Fundamental?” [1951], Eng. tr. M. B. Smith and B.
Harshav, in Entre nous: on Thinking-of-the-other (New York: Columbia University Press,
1998), pp. 1-12.

6. E. Levinas, “Philosophy and the Idea of Infinity” [1957], Eng. tr. Alphonse
Lingis, in Emmanuel Levinas, Collected Philosophical Papers (Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press, 1998), pp. 47-59.

7. E. Levinas, Totality and Infinity [1961], Eng, tr. Alphonse Lingis (Pittsburgh: Duquesne
University Press, 1969).

D. Other References HAtr2EE

I) Introductory Essays A [ E

1. Bergo, Bettina. “Emmanuel Levinas”, in Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy,
2006/2011; http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/levinas/

2. Critchley, Simon. “Introduction”, in The Cambridge Companion to Levinas, ed. S.
Critchley & R. Bernasconi (Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002),
pp. 1-32.
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3. Moran, Dermot. “Emmanuel Levinas: the phenomenology of alterity”, in Introduction to
Phenomenology, Ch. 10 (London & New York: 2000), pp. 320-353.

4. BB - <1JﬂAEl’ﬂ%E‘fﬁk—ﬂ%&éﬂﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%@éﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%>  (BRREE TR 2
aFem) 0 55 198 - 2016 » H 181-209 ©

1) Introductory Books A [E%E

5. Hand, Sean. Emmanuel Levinas (London & New York: Routledge, 2009).

6. Davis, Colin. Levinas. An Introduction (Cambridge: Polity, 1996).

7. Peperzak, Adriaan. 7o the Other: an Introduction to the Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas
(West Lafayette, Ind.: Perdu University Press, 1993).

8. Kemp, Peter. Levinas. Une introduction philosophique (Fougére: Encre marine, 1997).

9. Sebbah, Francois-David. Lévinas (Paris: Les Belles Lettres, 2000).

10. Petrosino, Silvano et Rolland, Jacques. La vérité nomade. Introduction a Emmanuel
Lévinas (Paris: La Découverte, 1984).

11. Akamatsu, Etienne. Comprendre Levinas (Paris: Armand Colin, 2011).

I11). Monographs 2z
12. Burggraeve, Roger. The Wisdom of Love in the Service of Love. Emmanuel Levinas on
Justice, Peace, and the Human Rights (Milwaukee: Marquette University Press, 2007).
13. Caygill, Howard. Levinas and the Political (London & New York: Routledge, 2002).
14. Chalier, Catherine. Leévinas. L utopie de | ‘humain (Paris: Albin Michel, 1993).
15. Critchley, Simon. The Ethics of Deconstruction. Derrida and Levinas (Oxford: Blackwell,
1992).
16. Dekens, Olivier. Politique de [’autre homme. Lévinas et la fonction politique de la
philosophie (Paris: Editons Ellipses, 2003)
17. Franck, Didier. L un-pour-l’autre. Levinas et la signification (Paris: Presses Universitaires
de France, 2008).
18. Habib, Stéphane. La responsablité chez Sartre et Lévinas (Paris: L’Harmattan, 1998).
19. Keenan, Dennis King. Death and Responsibility. The “Work” of Levinas (Albany: SUNY
Press, 1999).
20. Llewelyn, John. Emmanuel Levinas: the Genealogy of Ethics (London & New York:
Routledge, 1995).
21. Lyotard, Jean-Francois. Logique de Levinas (Lagrasse: Editions Verdier, 2015).
22. Moati, Raoul. Levinas and the Night of Being: A Guide to Totality and Infinity, Eng.
Trans. Daniel Wyche (New York: Fordham University Press 2017).
23. Peperzak, Adriaan. Beyond. The Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas (Evanston:
Northwestern University Press, 1997).
24. Rey, Jean-Francois. Lévinas. Le passeur de justice (Paris: Editons Michalon, 1997).
25. Sebbach, Frangois-David. L éthique du survivant. Levinas, une philosophie de la débacle
(Nanterre: Presses universitaires de Paris Nanterre, 2018).
26. frlmlis o (S ARLEGITET 2 EETT) (B @ HIB=REEE » 2008)
27 qEE N« (B TEEE  [EERYI4ESNT) (S0 s > 2009) -
28. qEfk e« ([olfEMNE  FI4ET SR ) (510 Ebk o 2014) -
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29. 18 : (BFfEE © B BEE - EEHZER - BEMREEITI4EGHT) (BT TIERAR
HRRFE » 2008) -

IV. Collections of Essays Zm %

29. Bernasconi, Robert & Simon Critchley (eds). Re-Reading Levinas (Bloomington &
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1991).

30. Bernasconi, Robert & David Wood (eds). The Provocation of Levinas. Rethinking the
Other (London & New York: Routledge, 1988).

31. Bloechl, Jeffrey (ed). The Face of the Other and the Trace of God. Essays on the
Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas (New York: Fordham University Press, 2000).

32. Cohen, Richard A. (ed.) Face to Face with Levinas (Albany, N.Y.: State University of
New York Press, 1986).

33. Cohen-Levinas, Danielle et Crépon, Marc. Levinas-Derrida: lire ensemble (Paris:
Hermann Editeurs, 2015).

34. Cohen-Levinas, D. et Schnell, A. (¢d.). Relire Totalité et infini d’Emmanuel Levinas
(Paris: Vrin, 2015).

35. Cohen-Levinas, D. et Schnell, A. (éd.). Relire Autrement qu’étre ou au-dela de I’essence
d’Emmanuel Levinas (Paris: Vrin, 2015).

36. Critchley, Simon & R. Bernasconi (eds). The Cambridge Companion to Levinas
(Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

37. Greisch, Jean et Rolland, Jacques. Emmanuelle Lévinas. L’éthique comme philosophie
premiére (Paris: Les Editons du Cerf, 1993).

38. Hand, Seén (ed.) Facing the Other. The Ethics of Emmanuel Levinas (Richmond, Surrey:
Curzon, 1996).

39. Katz, Claire (ed.) Emmanuel Levinas, Critical Assessments of Leading Philosophers, V. 1.
Levinas, phenomenology and his critics; V. 2. Levinas and the history of philosophy, V. 3.
Levinas and the question of religion; V. 4. Beyond Levinas (Abingdon, Oxon; New York :
Routledge, 2005).

40. Laruelle, Frangois. Textes pour Emmanuelle Lévinas (Paris: Editons Jean-Michel Place,
1980).

41. Peperzak, Adriaan T. (ed.) Ethics as First Philosophy. The Significance of Emmanuel
Levinas for Philosophy, Literature and Religion (London & New York: 1995).

V. Other References HAth 2% &k

42. Lau, Kwok-ying. “War, Peace and Love. The Logic of Lévinas”, Social Imaginaries, Vol.
1, No. 2, 2015, pp. 103-126.

43. BB © <Ay SR S Y u/u—fﬁéﬁﬁii%@zﬂﬂzﬁzmﬁﬁ » (VEE

e EIrEE R ) > 5 135 (510 2EE k) > 2018 » H 345

—366 °
44. BERGL © <~ RIPEE (A
FIfEEZE)  F14E (50 %i&fb) 2018 E 367— 402 °
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45. BB - <RI — SR RERAVHERS R HAR > > #l (BEISE C—SLE AT
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E. Tutorial Readings

1. a. “Reflections on the Philosophy of Hitlerism”, Eng. tr. S. Hand, Critical Inquiry 17
(1990), 63-71.
b. On Escape, pp. 49-73.
c. “There is: Existence without Existents”, The Levinas Reader, pp. 29-36.

2. a. “Time and the Other”, The Levinas Reader, pp. 37-58.
b. “Philosophy and the Idea of Infinity”, in Emmanuel Levinas, Collected Philosophical
Papers (Pittsburgh: Duquesne University Press, 1998), pp. 47-59.
c. “Is Ontology Fundamental?”, in Eng. tr. M. B. Smith and B. Harshav, in Entre nous: on
Thinking-of-the-other (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998), pp. 1-12.

3. a. “The Same and the Other. A. Metaphysics and transcendence”, Totality and Infinity, pp.
33-52.
b. “Interiority and Economy. A. Separation as Life”, Totality and Infinity, pp. 109-121.
c. “Interiority and Economy. C. I and Dependence”, Totality and Infinity, pp. 143-151.

4. a. “Exteriority and the Face. A. Sensibility and the Face. B. Ethics and the Face”, Totality
and Infinity, pp. 187-219.
b. “C. The Ethical Relation and Time. 1. Subjectivity and Pluralism”, Totality and Infinity,
pp- 220 -226.

5. a. “Beyond the Face. A. The ambiguity of love. B. Phenomenology of eros. C. Fecundity.
D. The subjectivity in eros. E. Transcendence and Fecundity”, Totality and Infinity, pp.
254-277.

b. “The Infinity of Time”, Totality and Infinity, pp. 281-285; “Conclusions. 1. From the
Like to the Same. 2. Being is Exteriority. 3. The Finite and the Infinite. 4. Creation. 5.
Exteriority and Language”, Totality and Infinity, pp. 289-297.

c. “Ethics as first philosophy”, in The Levinas Reader, pp. 75-87.

F. Written assignments

1. Mid-term short essay (20%), about 2,000 words in Chinese or 1,000 words in English.
Topics and due date to be announced.

2. Final essay (50%), about 5,000 words in Chinese or 2,500 words in English. Topics and
due date to be announced.

Al tool usage guide

Use only with explicit acknowledgement



