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Abstract
It is well known that the publication of Heidegger’s Being and Time in 1927 has marked the existential turn of the phenomenological movement inaugurated by Husserl. If Husserl has rightly grasped the ontological character of consciousness as intentionality, Heidegger challenges Husserl that intentionality is derivative from Dasein’s character as being-in-the-world. In contrast to an object, the Dasein is a subject who transcends towards the world and projects a world through her very situatedness. This is the basic meaning of the existence of Dasein. Yet to Merleau-Ponty, Husserl has not only distinguished two senses of intentionality, namely intentionality of act and operative intentionality, but also returned from the former to the latter in his project of genetic phenomenology. While Merleau-Ponty wants to rehabilitate Husserl the phenomenologist who places descriptive rigour prior to interpretative flamboyance, he has a greater ambition: he wants to understand the deeper level of pre-reflective life, namely that which is shown in pathological behaviours. Merleau-Ponty wants to enquire about the dividing line between the normal and the pathological and to challenge the rationalist position which fails to account for pathological cases. For Merleau-Ponty, if pre-reflective life already exhibits the intentional structure of consciousness operating at the anonymous level, intentionality can also be seen in the pathological behaviours of the body-subject which are parts of pre-reflective life. Merleau-Ponty tries to show that pathological behaviours and normal behaviours are both concrete modes of being which exhibit the bi-polar structure of human existence as a being of affectivity, namely a being who lives through the tension of transcendence and facticity, of relation to the self and to others, of anonymous co-existence and individuality by her bodily expressions. This paper aims to explain this with reference to Merleau-Ponty’s concepts of body schema and sexual schema introduced in Phenomenology of Perception.
