Course for MA Programme in Philosophy
PHILS551 Topics in Comparative Philosophy:

Chinese Philosophy from a Comparative Perspective
(PEEE R E: LB R EREE T EEER)
Date: Saturday Time: 14:30—17:30 Venue: YIA LTS8

Instructor
Yiu-ming Fung /E#EHH
Emeritus Professor, Hong Kong University of Science & Technology

E-mail: hmymfung@ust.hk

Contact Hours: by appointment

Medium of Instruction: Cantonese (for Q&A, Putonghua and English also available)

Course Description

This course is a critical and comparative study of Chinese philosophy with emphasis on
analytic methods. It aims at providing students with the basic training of how to use
analytic methods, such as logical analysis, linguistic and conceptual analysis, in dealing
with the main issues in Chinese philosophy, including philosophical problems in
Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism and other schools.
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Course Objectives

Through a comparative study of Chinese and Western philosophy, students are expected
to have a deep understanding of the characteristics of both philosophical traditions,
including their sameness and difference. This may be helpful for students to explore their
philosophical horizon, to be able to use analytic methods to deal with problems in

Chinese philosophy, and to investigate the deep level of meaning in Chinese thought.
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Course Outline

B Background Readings
R Required Readings

Topic1  Mental vs. Non-mental Reading of Confucius’ Idea of Ren (Benevolence)
(FLFHY T2 2O EBFE L B R [EfEE)
Readings: Herbert Fingarette, Confucius: The Secular as Sacred (Chapter 1: The Locus

of the Personal B
Yiu-ming Fung, Disposition or Imposition? ®
HEREOH ¢ Smah T BIHGRR (foRae

Yiu-ming Fung, Ren as a Heavy Concept in the Analects ®

Topic2 Reason and Feeling in Confucianism
(R AVEPEELRLS)
Readings: Colin McGinn, Philosophical Provocations (p. 19-20) B

Yiu-ming Fung, Moral Feeling and Moral Dilemma in Confucianism ®

Topic3 Baptized Naming and Rectifying Names in Confucianism
(HRIZ iz A IES)
Readings: John Searle, Social Ontology & Philosophy of Society B

John Searle, What Is an Institution B

Yiu-ming Fung, Naming and Rectifying Names in Confucianism ®

Topic4 Cognitive vs. Non-cognitive Reading of Wang Yangming’s Liang-zhi
(EFGHARY T BA1 Z AEAIERI AR [E] )
Readings: [§i7k © (G4 2 5E) (Chapter 7) B



Topic 5

Readings:

Topic 6

Readings:

Topic 7

Readings:

Topic 8

Readings:

Topic 9

Readings:

Wang Yangming (Wang Shou-Jen) from Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
Yiu-ming Fung, Wang Yang-ming’s Theory of Liang-zhi ®
JERET © EFS BRIER TR

Two Kinds of Ineffability in Daoism
(EXRWHE " AAEE )
Yiu-ming Fung, Two Kinds of Ineffability in Daoism ®

Yiu-ming Fung, Zhuangzi’s Idea of Oneness ®

The Very Idea of “True Contradiction” in Chinese Philosophy

(FEEEFRIAEE " HErE ) (R

Priest, Graham, Francesco Berto, and Zach Weber (2022). “Dialetheism,”
The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy ®

Yiu-ming Fung, On the Very Idea of “True Contradiction” ®

The Very Idea of Mass-stuff Semantics in Chinese Philosophy
(PEEETHFREE " WEMEEES ) 1)

Chad Hansen, Language and Logic in Ancient China (Chapters 1-2)B
Yiu-ming Fung, The Myth of Mass-stuff Semantics in Ancient China ®

Logical Analysis of the Thesis of “White-horse Is Not Horse”
("HEIEE ) w2
Chad Hansen, Mass Nouns and “A White Horse Is Not a Horse” B

i ERPRRAERVYE i RET
Yiu-ming Fung, A Logical Analysis of the White-Horse Dialogue ®

How to Do Zen (Chan) with Words?

(U] FHEE = s [HYK])

Henry Rosemont, Jr., The Meaning Is the Use: Kooan and Mondoo as
Linguistic Tools of the Zen Masters B



Yiu-ming Fung: How to Do Zen with Words? ®
John Searle: Reply to Yiu-ming Fung

Additional Topic :
On the Very Idea of Correlative Thinking in Chinese Philosophy
(IS Y FraE R e )

Readings: Joseph Needham, Science and Civilisation in China, Vol: 2: History of
Scientific Thought (p. 279-303) B
A. C. Graham, Disputers of the Tao: Philosophical Argument in Ancient
China (Chinese Translation: p. 364-406) B
Yiu-ming Fung, On the Very Idea of “Correlative Thinking” ®

Requirements and Grading

(1) Regular Attendance and Discussion
(2) Mid-term Short Essay (Academic Paper or Book Report): 30%
(3) Final-term Academic Paper: 70%
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