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Object: This seminar studies the archaecology of knowledge of Michel Foucault (1926-
1984), first phase of thought of this contemporary French philosopher, as the basis of his
subsequent developments. The final Foucault has declared that he had never been a post-
structuralist, nor a post-modernist. His studies constitute rather a history of the subject
and a history of reason. Avoiding the over simplified labels of post-modernism or post-
structuralism to summarize the exceptionally rich development of Foucault’s thought,
this course will proceed by detailed textual reading of the principal works of the first
Foucault, namely The History of Madness, The Birth of Clinic, The Order of Things and
Archaeology of knowledge. Our aim is to unveil the novelty of the philosophical issues
and the philosophical methods embedded in Foucault’s archaeology of knowledge, which
amounts to a historical reconstruction of the emergence of the rationalistic culture of the
Modern West. By this Foucault has established a novel epistemology of the human
sciences with historical dimension.
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B. Outline ZE K41

1. Introduction: Who is Foucault? Or What Foucault is Not?
515 © iR ? BUE N R ?

Readings :

a. “Michel Foucault, 19267, by “Maurice Florence” (Michel Foucault), Eng. trans.
Catherine Porter, in The Cambridge Companion to Foucault, ed. Gary Gutting
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994 1% ed.), pp. 314-319.

b. “The Minimalist Selt”, in Politics, Philosophy, Culture: Interviews and Other
Writings of Michel Foucault, 1977-1984, ed. Lawrence D. Kritzman (New York:
Routledge, 1988), pp. 3-16;

c. “An Aesthetics of Existence”, in Politics, Philosophy, Culture: Interviews and
Other Writings of Michel Foucault, 1977-1984, pp. 47-53.

d. G. Gutting, “Michel Foucault”, in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, revised
ed. 2013, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/foucault/ .

2. The Young Foucault: Between Phenomenology, Marxism and History of Science a la
Francaise
N EHGRE - By B E FRBUAF R 2
Readings:
a. M. Foucault “Introduction to Binswanger’s Dream and Existence” (1954), in
Ludwig Binswanger, Dream and Existence (London: Humanities Press, 1992).
b. M. Foucault, “Structuralism and Post-Structuralism”, in Aesthetics, Method, and
Epistemology: Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 433-458.
c. M. Foucault, “Life, Experience and Science”, in Aesthetics, Method, and
Epistemology: Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 465-478.
d. M. Foucault, “Foucault Response to Sartre”, in Foucault Live. Collected
Interviews, 1961-84, ed. Sylvére Lotringer (New York: Semiotext(e)), 1989,
1996), pp. 51-56.

3. Reason and Unreason, the Normal and the Pathological Subject
HEME IR IR Y EAG LR AR 1A

Readings:

a. History of Madness (1961; Eng. trans. J. Murphy and J. Khalfa, 2006):
- “Preface to the 1961 Edition”.
- Part 1, Ch. 1, “Stultifera Navis”.
- Part 1, Ch. 2, “The great confinement”.
- Part 1, Ch. 4, “Experiences of madness”; Ch. 5, “The Insane”.
- Part 2, Ch. 3, “Figures of madness”.
- Part 3, Ch. 3, “Birth of the asylum”; Ch. 4, “The Anthropological Circle”.
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“Madness and Society”, in Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology: Essential
Works of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 335-342.

b. The Birth of the Clinic (1963):
- “Preface”;

- Ch. 1, “Spaces and Classes”.

- Ch. 5, “The Lesson of the Hospitals™.
- Ch. 7 “Seeing and Knowing”.

- Ch. 8, “Open up a few Corpses”.

- Ch. 9, “The Visible Invisible”.

- Conclusion

4. Archaeology of Knowledge and Its Method
RIS R A

Readings:
a. The Order of Things (1966):
- “Preface”.

- Ch. 2, “The prose of the world”.

- Ch. 7 “The Limits of Representation”.

- Ch. 8, “Labour, life, language”.

- Ch. 9, “Man and his doubles”.

- Ch. 10, “The human sciences”.

- “The Order of Things”, in Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology: Essential
Works of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 261-267.

b. The Archaeology of Knowledge (1969):
“Introduction’;
- Part IV, “Archaeological Description”.

c. “On the Archaeology of the Sciences: Response to the Epistemological Circle”, in
Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology: Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984,
Vol. 2, pp. 297-333.

d. “The Archaeology of Knowledge”, in Foucault Live. Collected Interviews, 1961-
84, ed. Sylvéere Lotringer (New York: Semiotext(e)), 1989, 1996), pp. 57-64.

5. Conclusion: Philosophical Knowledge with Historical Dimension
Hagh © BT S (R Y B AR
Readings:
a. “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History”, in Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology:
Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 369-391.



B TR AR ES BB - 2023/24 T E2HH MA in Philosophy, CUHK, T2, 2023/24 Prof LAU Kwok-ying

b.  “Return to History”, in Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology. Essential Works
of Foucault 1954-1984, Vol. 2, pp. 419-432.

C. Tutorial Readings ZE{Z#H5 B (tentative)
la. History of Madness: “Preface to the 1961 Edition”; xxvii-xxxix.

1b. History of Madness: Part 1, Ch. 1, “Stultifera Navis”, pp. 3-25.
Lc. History of Madness: Part 1, Ch. 2, “The great confinement”, pp. 44-55; 77.
1d. History of Madness: Part 1, Ch. 3, “The Correctional World”, pp. 78-87, 101-104.

2a. History of Madness: Part 1, Ch. 4, “Experiences of Madness”, pp. 108-115.
2b. History of Madness: Part 1, Ch. 5, “The Insane”, pp. 145-152.
2c. History of Madness: Part 3, Ch. 4, “The Birth of the asylum”, pp. 481-491, 507-511.

2d. History of Madness: Part 3, Ch. 5, “The Anthropological Circle”, pp. 512-526, 535-
538.

3a. The Birth of the Clinic: “Preface”, pp. iX-Xix;

3b. The Birth of the Clinic: Ch. 1, “Spaces and Classes”, pp. 3-9.

3c. The Birth of the Clinic: Ch. 7 “Seeing and Knowing”, pp. 107-123.
3d. The Birth of the Clinic: Ch. 8, “Open up a few Corpses”, pp. 133-146.
3e.The Birth of the Clinic: Ch. 9, “The Visible Invisible”, pp. 159-172.
3f. The Birth of the Clinic: “Conclusion”, pp. 195-199.

4a. The Order of Things: “Preface”, pp. Xxv-xxiv;

4b. The Order of Things: Part 1, Ch. 3, “Representing”, pp. 46-63.

4c. The Order of Things: Part II, Ch. 7, “The Limits of Representation”, pp. 236-249.
4d. The Order of Things: Part I, Ch. 8, “Labour, life, language”, pp. 250-253, 280-302.

5a. The Order of Things: Part II, Ch. 9, “Man and his doubles”, pp. 318-343.

5b. The Order of Things: Part 11, Ch. 10, “The human sciences”, pp. 348-367;
“Conclusion”, p. 387.

5c. The Archaeology of Knowledge: “Introduction”, pp. 3-17.
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