PHIL3333
Comparative Philosophy of Religion [LEXSEZEE

Course Outline

Time : H 2:30pm-5:15pm Location : LDS214

Course overview (as shown on CUSIS)

This course introduces philosophy of religion with a global perspective and a
comparative approach. It will explore the reasons and rationalities embedded in a variety
of religious traditions including Buddhism, Chinese religions (Confucianism and
Daoism), Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism. The main topics will fall into three
areas: the human condition, ultimate realities, and religious truth.

Advisory to Majors: to be taken in year 2 or above.

Learning outcomes (as shown on CUSIS)

1. Acquire knowledge of major world religions in a comparative approach.
2. Understand the major concepts and issues in philosophy of religion.

3. Ability to work independently and critically on related primary and secondary
sources.

4. Explore the contemporary relevance of concepts and issues discussed.
Topics

Each one of the below mentioned religions will be discussed — as far as possible--from
the points of view of their (i) religious truth; (ii) ultimate reality; (iii) social life. [In
some philosophies/religions the religious truths are the ‘personalization’ of the Absolute,
as for example, in Buddhism, where Buddha, in fact, is the Impersonal Absolute. We
have to look into both Impersonal Absolutes and Personal Absolutes in Religions.

In Hinduism, the emphasis will be laid on Vedanta and its three major schools.

In Buddhism, although the Ultimate state to be attained is conceptualized as the one and
the same in all its shades, the various methods adopted —logically and practically — to
attain it are what actually make the difference and constitutes the internal difference in
their monolithic philosophy. This happens especially in Mahayana.

By and large, World Religions — both Personalistic and Impersonalistic — contain
metaphysics and the social, where the former is the base upon which the respective
social-fabric is conceived. Metaphysics itself is conceived conceptually progressively
from Buddhism to Dvaita/Judaism, based on the ‘design of the Universe’ in accordance
with (among others) the modes of “Destruction” (Rudra/Laya), “Creation” (Sri/Srsti),
and “Sustenance” (Brahma/Sthiti). Chronologically, Semitic religions have a
development-order.

While three Vedantic schools generally give us non-synthetic, singular modal view, a
synthetic view seeks to ‘synthesize’ all these modes of Universe at one go. These
designs are primarily mathematical in nature. [Scriptural testimony, in fact, derives its
strength from these a priori models.] The designs are usually embedded most of the time
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in the ‘Tantra’ part of the literature; at others they are represented by the religious
structures themselves, mainly for logical/metaphysical reasons. In this way we have both
classifications of Personal/Impersonal and Synthetic/Non-synthetic religions.

The leading logical dictum is ‘Object-Subject duality as interdependent in their
existence’ at all times without exception. --- Role of ‘coded language’ — numeric code;
linguistic code.

(1) Comparative aspects will enable us to address the contemporary global
perspective, and also further facilitates us to explore the contemporary
relevance of concepts and issues. By and large, all major religions of the
world, follow a pattern of division between “means” and “end”— i.e., means
for attaining the ultimate and the ultimate itself. Dharma and Moksa are
Sreyas and Artha and Kama are preyas. In this schema ‘Dharma’ is the means
and ‘Moksa’ is the end. Generically, the “means” are generally classified as
prescribed ‘social ethical life’. The specific ‘means’ for the attainment of the
specific moksa is the prescription put forward by the system itself. For
example, dhyana, nididhyasana in Advaita (though not causally related to
Nihsreyasa).

(i)  Most generically, in Vedic terminology, it is the “smrti” that guides our daily
social life and the “Sruti” (‘apauruseya’) shows us what is the ultimate. More
or less, the same pattern is followed by all the major world religions though a
full-fledged analytical discussion of the body of different conceptions in
(infallible) scriptures is yet to be carried out. Attainment of the ‘Ultimate’ is
termed as (generically speaking) “liberation” (moksa).

(i)  Reasons and rationalities underlying specific conceptions of the “Ultimate”
in the said major religions. The logic of “social life” is a byproduct of the
conception of the “Ultimate” and of the corresponding ‘individual; (jiva) and
NOT vice versa. However, the conception of the ultimate itself hinges on
logical and other felt preferences for the beginning axiomatic necessities,
such as, for example, the ‘state of the Universe’ (Destruction, Creation,
Sustenance), need to retain (or otherwise) individuality without losing it at
the time of ‘liberation’. And, the actual realization of various conceptions of
the ultimate make use of some or the other mathematical models.

(iv)  Metaphysical arguments to support various conceptions.

(v) If required, a short original source such as Nagarjuna’s work
(Millamadhyamakakarika or Vigrahavyavartani) may be studied with the
above framework in mind, at least partly to illustrate the interpretive value of
our framework.

Briefly: (Comparative Religion) Problems and methods in the study of religion.
Religion and Sociology/Psychology/Culture

Buddhism (Impersonal Absolute in Metaphysics/Personal Absolute as in its
religious phase)

[Selection of concepts from the following]

(A) Beliefs prevalent at the advent of Buddha — (Original Classic) Pali Dighanikaya I
(Dialogues of Buddha)

[Akaryavada of Purana KaSyapa; Niyati sangativada of Maskari Gosala; Uchchedavada
of Ajitkesarkambati; Sasvatavada of Prakuddha Katyayana; Amaraviksepavada of
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Sanjaya; Catuyama samvaravada of Nigrantha]

(B) Early doctrines: Madhyama Pratipada, Fourfold Truth, Pratityasamutpada;
Nairatmyavada, Doctrine of Karma; Nirvana; Silas; Dhyana and Samadhi; Prajia;
Pratyayas or Causal relations; Paramita — Original Classics: Majjhima Nikaya; Dharma
sanghani; Abhidhammatasangha----Mahasanghika; Sarvastivada Vaibhasika and
Sautrantika (Original Classics—Pali Kathavattu; Abhidharmako$a, Mahavastu)

(C)Mahayana---Ekayanata; Bodhisattva; Bhiimi —Stages of Progress; Trikaya; Nirvana;
Stinyata; Vijilaptimatrata; Tatha + gata; Tatha + agata; Tathagatagarbha; Alayavijfiana
(Classics: Lankacaryavatarasiitra; Bodhicaryavatara; Vijhaptimatratasiddhi)
Alayasamughghata

(D) Tantric Buddhism: Mandalas— Popular understanding of Tantra — underlying
scientific picture--4D Hypersurfaces—4D cone-formation—(Vibhajjavada) Sautrantika,
Vaibhasika, Alayavijfiana, Madhyamaka understood from this perspective.

Hinduism

Vedas and Vedanta (Upanisads) as the foundation; religious pluralism; Sruti and smrti;
Schools of Vedanta—Advaita, Vidistadvaita and Dvaita; soul/self/Atman; karma and
transmigration; three mandalas—Sriyantra/Sricakra, Cakrabja/Sumeru, Cakrabja as the
Rta or order of the universe; Impersonal and Personal Absolutes (Theistic)

Confucianism/Daoism (Taoism) (C &D)

C and D as ritual-based traditions; non-superstitiousness of Daoism in its liturgical
traditions; Confucianism’s social matters; Taoism’s search for meaning; Confucian
Perspectives on Democracy; Commonalities between C and T; Initial Philosophical
tenets turning into religious overtones. Ideal of Ren (C); Confucius and Laozi as
manifestation of Buddha; Chinese Chan Buddhism; Ne-Confucianism’s Universal
Principles of Neo-Confucianism -- Hayashi Razan. Purpose of rituals is to reorganize the
cosmos and society.

Judaism and Christianity

Judaism: General: Monotheism; Creatorship; Personal God; Specific: Sephirot—Yosher
and Iggulim; Tetragrammaton YHWH; Old Testament/Jewish (Hebrew) Bible —
TANAKH Torah (5 books), Nevii’m (8 books), Ketuviim (11 books) --- Star of David--
Spinoza’s take —Sphere-packing 24D Universe

Christianity: Pater Noster (Our Father); Holy Triune; Christianity—synthetic or not?
Tesseract; Creation Mode; 4D universe; Jesus Christ; Immaculate Conception; Pascal
Triangle/Pyramid; Book of Revelation or Apocalypse.

Islam

Purification of body and mind; five pillars—secrets of shahada (profession of faith);
secrets of salat (prayer), secrets of sawn (fasting), secrets of zakat (alms), secrets of Hajj
(pilgrimage); tolerance and moral virtues; Shirk; Masjid and Kaaba as metaphysical
designs—al-Hatim, Hajr-al-aswad, Tawaf, Zam Zam; different souls, Al-lah the Ultimate;
Islam as a full-fledged synthetic religion with Creation-focus. [Sikhism is
“Destruction-focus” Synthesis; and Baha’l is “Sustenance-focus” synthesis]

Learning activities v

Assessment scheme as prescribed on CUSIS (revise if necessary)

Task nature Description Weight




Essays 30%
Essay test or exam 40%
Others 10%
Presentation 20%

Backup plan for assessment in case face-to-face teaching and assessment is not
possible due to the pandemic (no need to fill in if the class and related assessments
are to be conducted online)

Task nature Description Weight

Remarks on Assessment Scheme (if any)
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Grade Descriptors:
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Course schedule

Wee

Topics

Required reading

Tutorials

Remarks




Details of course website

Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(s)

Teacher

Name: U.A Vinay Kumar

Office location: Dept. of Philosophy, CUHK/ Chung Chi College,
CUHK

Telephone:

Email: udank26@gmail.com

TA

Name:

Office location:

Telephone:

Email:

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work,
and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy
and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they
are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects,
all students of the same group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally
text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be
issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment.
Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of
the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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