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PHIL 5090  

Seminar on Western Philosophy: 

Modality, Reference, and Conceptual Analysis 

 

Preliminary Course Outline 

 

Time：T 2:30pm – 5:15pm     Location：ELB 307  

 

Course overview  

 “Saul Kripke’s Naming and Necessity is widely acknowledged as one of the most important 

works of twentieth century philosophy.” Timothy Williamson, blurb praise for Kripke’s Reference 

and Existence.  

“(When) these lectures [‘Naming and Necessity’] were first published ..., they stood analytic 

philosophy on its ear. Everybody was either furious, or exhilarated, or thoroughly perplexed. No 

one was indifferent.” Richard Rorty, London Review of Books  

This is a graduate seminar on a set of issues generated by Naming and Necessity. We will go over 

(a) Naming and Necessity and some other works by Kripke and (2) a collection of writings 

representing some of the major responses to, or developments of, Kripke's ideas and arguments.  

Assessment: Class presentation and participation  essays. 
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Teacher  

Name: Wong Kai Yee 

Office location: Room 428, Fung King Hey Building 

Telephone: 3943 7145 

Email: wongky@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

 

 


