PHIL3233

Social and Political Philosophy 1+ & B a2

Course Outline

Mode of Teaching: Online Teaching Mode

Time : T 10:30am-1:15pm Location :

Course overview (as shown on CUSIS)

This course is an introduction to the key issues in social and political philosophy. Topics treated may
include any of the following issues: the human nature; the origin and justification of the state; theories of

rights, democracy, liberty, and distributive justice; the relation between ethics and politics.

Learning outcomes (as shown on CUSIS)
1. Assess on their own how plausible each theory is.

2. Develop ideas of their own.

3. In their papers, students should reflect on their knowledge of various theories, as well as their own

criticisms of them.

4. Develop own original views.
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Learning activities
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Assessment scheme as prescribed on CUSIS (revise if necessary)
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Backup plan for assessment in case face-to-face teaching and assessment is possible (no need to fill
in if the class and related assessments are to be conducted online)
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Remarks on Assessment Scheme (if any)
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Grade Descriptor
Please refer to: http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/UG/Grade descriptors.pdf

Recommended learning resources

Preliminary Reading
The following text books are listed in rough order from most to least introductory.

SWIFT, Adam, Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians. 3rd ed.
(Cambridge: Polity, 2014).

WOLFF, Jonathan, An Introduction to Political Philosophy(Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2002).

KYMLICKA, Will,Contemporary Political Philosophy. 2nd ed. (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
2002). .

ZWOLINSKI, Matt, ed., Arguing About Political Philosophy. 2nd ed. (London: Routledge,
2014). [Anthology containing readings on many of the topics on the syllabus]
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Course schedule
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Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(s)

Teacher

Name: Lo Kit-hung

Office location: Room 406, Fung King Hey Building
Telephone: 3943 4767

Email: alexdrlo@cuhk.edu.hk

TA

Name:

Office location:

Telephone:

Email:

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted
via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’
uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by
teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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