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PHIL5090: Seminar on Western Philosophy 
(Subtitle: The Metaphysics of Causation) 

 
Course Outline 

 
 

Time: Tuesday, 14:30-17:15pm 

Location: ELB 205 

 

Course schedule 

Week Content Readings 

1  Introduction  

2  Discussion Lewis, “Causation” 

3  Discussion Lewis, “Causation as Influence” 

4  Discussion Williamson, “Mechanistic Theories of Causality” 

5  Discussion Ney, “Physical Causation and Difference-Making” 

6  Discussion Hall, “Two Concepts of Causation” 

7  Discussion Beebee, “Causing and Nothingness” 

8  Discussion Schaffer, “Overdetermining Causes” 

9  Discussion Strevens, “Mackie Remixed” 

10  Discussion Hitchcock, “The Intransitivity of Causation Revealed in Equations 
and Graphs” 

11  Discussion Paul, “Aspect Causation” 

12  Discussion Horgan, “Mental Quausation” 

13  Discussion Zhong, “Intervention, Fixation, and Supervenient Causation” 

14  Wrap-up  

 

Assessment scheme 

Task nature Weight 
Discussion 20% 
Presentation 30% 
Term Paper (4,500 words in English or 8,000 words in Chinese) 50% 
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Contact details for teacher(s) 

Teacher  

Name: Zhong Lei 

Office location: Room 424, Fung King Hey Building 

Telephone: 3943 7156 

Email: leizhong@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

Academic honesty and plagiarism  

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and 
to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and 
regulations. Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ 
  
With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are 
aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all 
students of the same group should be asked to sign the declaration.  
 
For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-
based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by 
the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments 
without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment 
should be submitted via VeriGuide. 

 


