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This course examines the major problems and issues in Plato’s philosophy through a close reading on his
major texts. The major focus is directing to the selected texts, Republic (and may be some extracts from
other dialogues).

And, this is an undergraduate seminar course devoted to reading and interpreting selected works in
Western philosophy and discussing the interpretive and philosophical issues raised by the text.

[Advisory to Majors: to be taken in year 2 or above.]

Learning outcomes

1. Understand the historical and cultural background of the philosophical classic selected for reading.
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2. Read and interpret the texts, to analyze the content, to identify philosophical issues addressed, and to
evaluate the arguments.

Acquire a critical view on the doctrines put forward in the texts.

4. Demonstrate an enhanced ability to research independently on the issues taught.

Topics may include :

1. e EE R - B BPUARIR (% > %58 (dialogue) %58 (dialectic) s frfiLlEELfHL
B ¥ (Platonism)

2. NIE (justice) » 3FE (polis) » JAfE » fE4: (virtue) » 1EFE » S21E (happiness)

3. »E8 (psyche /soul ) » BEAU/AH (eidos ) » H1z% (episteme) » J[E7TERN » 3222 #H:S: (idea of the good )

4. #TF (philosopher king ) » BraREH] » Bttt e (open society ) - #fif# = (totalitarianism )

Learning activities

In this course, you are expected to
¢ read and think about the assigned readings

o develop the skills mentioned in the course outcomes through philosophical discussion and writing
(short essays, final essays, and presentation, comment report of tutorial readings)

o attend all lectures/tutorials and participate in discussion

Activities and workload:

In-class (mandatory) :
1. Lecture: 2 hours for every week (2/ 2.5 hours for the first two or three weeks).
2. Interactive tutorial: one 1-hour session every week starting from week 3 or 4.
3. Presentation and comment on the required readings.

Out-of-class (average workload per week) :

1. Reading: 2-3 hours on the required and suggested readings, 4-5 hours on tutorial reading
assignments and presentation.

2. Essays: an average of 2-3 hours each week on reading the texts and preparing the essay
throughout the semester.

Assessment scheme :  Tentative arrangement, and will be revised -
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Course schedule ( *tentative arrangement™ )
Week Required reading Suggest Remarks
1-2 Julia Annas, An Introduction to | Julia Annas,
Plato’s Republic; chapter : 2 Ancient
(bk.1) Philosophy;
Nikolas Pappas, Routledge (‘:hapter 2
. . why do we
Philosophy Guidebook to Plato ,
and the Republic; chapter : 3 read Plato’s
P > chapter - Republic’
2-3 Julia Annas, An Introductionto | Christopher
Plato’s Republic; chapter : 3, 4 Gill, Greek
(bk.2) Thought ;
Nikolas Pappas, Routledge
Philosophy Guidebook to Plato
and the Republic; chapter : 4
Plato, Republic. Referring to
Book |
3-4 Plato, Republic. Referring to The
Book | Cambridge
Companion
to Plato's
Republic;
chapter 2
4 Plato, Republic. Referring to TBA
Book Il
5 Plato, Republic. Referring to | TBA
Book Il1
6 Plato, Republic. Referring to | John Cooper,
Book IX “Plato’s
Theory of
Human
Motivation”
(1999)
7-8 Plato, Republic. Referring to | The
Book V Cambridge
Companion
to Platos
Republic;
chapter 10
8-9 Plato, Republic. Referring to | The
Book VI Cambridge
Companion




to Plato s
Republic;
chapter 11
9-10 Plato, Republic. Referring to | The
Book VII Blackwell
Guide to
Plato’s
Republic
10-11 Plato, Republic. Referring to | TBA
Book VIII
11-12 Plato, Republic. Referring to
Book I1X
12-13 Plato, Republic. Referring to
Book X
13-14 Plato and Karl Popper Open Society
and its
Enemies

Recommended learning resources

Plato, Republic. Translated, with an introduction, by H. P. D. Lee. Harmondsworth : Penguin Books,
1973.

,  Plato’s Republic. Translated, with an introduction, by G M. A. Grube.
Indianapolis : Hackett Publishing, 1992.

, Republic. Trans. by Robin Waterfield. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 1993.

, The Republic. Trans. by Tom Griffith. Edited, with an introduction and notes by G.
R. F. Ferrari. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

, Republic. Translated, with an introduction, by C. D. C. Reeve. Indianapolis :
Hackett Publishing, 2004.

, The Republic of Plato. Translated with notes by Allan Bloom. New York : Basic

Books, 1968.
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Julia Annas, Ancient Philosophy: a very short introduction. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2000.
Hugh H. Benson (ed.), A Companion to Plato. Oxford : Blackwell Publishing, 2006.
John Burnet, Greek Philosophy: Thales to Plato. London : Macmillan Press, 1978.

Paul Cartledge, Ancient Greek Political Thought in Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2009.




W. K. C. Guthrie, A History of Greek Philosophy. Vol. IV. — Plato : The Man and His Dialogues.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1975.

Christopher Gill, Greek Thought. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 1995.

Richard Kraut (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Plato. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1992.

Melissa Lane, Plato’s Progeny. London : Duckworth, 2001.
Christopher J. Rowe, Plato. Sussex : The Harvester Press, 1984.

Salkever, The Cambridge Companion to Ancient Greek Political Thought. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009.

Malcolm Schofield, Plato: Political Philosophy. London: Oxford University Press, 2006.
Thomas Szlezak, Reading Plato. London : Routledge, 1999.

C. C. W. Taylor (ed.), Routledge History of Philosophy Vol. 1. From the Beginning to Plato.
London : Routledge, 2005.
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Julia Annas, An Introduction to Plato’s Republic. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 1981.
Julia Annas, Platonic Ethics, Old and New. Ithaca, NY : Cornell University Press, 1999.

Julia Annas / C. Rowe (ed.), New Perspectives on Plato: modern and ancient. Washington, D.C. :
Center for Hellenic Studies, 2002.

John M. Cooper, Reason and Emotion. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University, 1999.
John M. Cooper, Pursuits of Wisdom. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University, 2012.
Eric Havelock, The Greek Concept of Justice. Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1978.

G R. F. Ferrari (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Plato’s Republic. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2007.

Gail Fine (ed.), Plato1 & 2. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.
Charles H. Kahn, Plato and the Socratic Dialogue. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Richard Kraut (ed.), Plato’s Republic: critical essays. Lanham, MD : Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, 1997.

Mark L. McPherran (ed.), Plato’s Republic: a critical guide Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2010.

Nikolas Pappas, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Plato and the Republic. London : Routledge, 2000.

Karl Popper, The Open Society and its Enemies. Volume 1, 2 (5" edition) Princeton : Princeton
University, 1966.

Jean-Francois Pradeau, Plato and the City: a new introduction to Plato’ Political Thought. Exeter, UK :
University of Exeter, 2002.

David Roochnik, Beautiful City : the Dialectical Character of Plato’s Republic. Ithaca, NY : Cornell
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University Press, 2003.
Gerasimos Santas (ed.), The Blackwell Guide to Plato’s Republic. Oxford : Blackwell Publishing, 2006.

John Sallis, Being and Logos: Reading the Platonic Dialogues. 3™ Edition. Bloomington : Indiana
University Press, 1996.

Leo Strauss, The City and Man. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.
Nicholas P. White, A4 Companion to Plato’s Republic. Oxford : Blackwell Press, 1979.

Catherine H. Zuckert, Plato* Philosophers: the Coherence of the Dialogues. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2012.

Details of course website

We use Blackboard for this course. Relevant announcements and course documents (e.g., lecture notes)
will be posted regularly on the website.

Feedback for evaluation

1. Students are welcome to give feedback on the course at any time. They can do so by communication
to teacher or tutor in class, by email, posting comments and questions to the eLearing platform, or
during tutorials.

2. As with all courses in Philosophy Department, students evaluate the course through a survey and
written comments at the end of the term.

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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