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Topics in Inter-Disciplinary Problems &R EEsTEHE

Course Outline

Time : W 3:30pm-6:15pm Location : UCC 201

Course overview (as shown on CUSIS)

In this course, we will discuss issues related to atheism and problems inherent to Judeo-Christian theology.
Topics may include the creation-evolution controversy, organismic and cosmic design arguments,
impossibility arguments, the problem of evil and scientific explanations of religious experience. Related
aspects of evolutionary biology, physical cosmology, probability theory, cognitive psychology and brain
research will be covered.

Learning outcomes (as shown on CUSIS)

1. Acquire knowledge of the selected topics of the course.

2. Have a solid grasp of the philosophical issues of the selected topics of the course.
3. Demonstrate familiarity with the primary/secondary source texts.

4. Be able to articulate and defend a philosophical thesis of their own.

5. Be able to reflect critically on their own beliefs.

Topics

1. Organismic (biological) design argument and evolutionary biology
2. Cosmic (physical) design argument and physical cosmology

3. (Kalam) Cosmological argument and physical cosmology

4. Religious experience and cognitive science

5. Impossibility arguments and other topics

Learning activities

1. Lecture: 2 hours each week

2. Interactive Tutorial: five 2-hour sessions (plus one briefing session)

3. Reading: 3-4 hours each week



Assessment scheme

Task nature Description Weight
Two Short Papers 60%
Tutorials 30%
Class Discussion 10%

Remarks on Assessment Scheme (if any)
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Details of course website



Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(S)

Teacher

Name: Lau Chong-fuk

Office location: Room 423, Fung King Hey Building

Telephone: 3943 7137

Email: cflau@cuhk.edu.hk

TA

Name:

Office location:

Telephone:

Email:

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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