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Course Description:

Ludwig Wittgenstein is widely regarded as one of the most important philosophers
in the twentieth century. His early work Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (The
Tractatus) is considered by many as one of the most important philosophical works
published in the twentieth century.

The Tractatus has great influences on important philosophical schools, including
the Vienna Circle. Nevertheless, it also has its own intrinsic values and importance.

This course will be a guided in-depth study of the Tractatus. 1 shall try to read and
study the Tractatus with students. My aim is to offer a coherent and persuasive
interpretation of the main purpose, the argumentative structure and the major
contents of the Tractatus. I shall also show that the interpretation is better than some
of the prominent interpretations, especially the so-called “the resolute reading.”

It is hoped that by taking this course, students would be able to appreciate the rigor
and beauty of this masterpiece of the twentieth century philosophy.

Learning outcomes:

After taking this course, students should be able to:

° understand the key concepts, major issues, theses and positions in
Wittgenstein’s Tractatus, as well as its whole sense and argumentative
structure.

° critically discuss and evaluate the major theses and positions in the

Tractatus, and its whole sense.

° appreciate the main concerns and the nature of the major issues tackled in
the Tractatus.
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° understand various different interpretations of the Tractatus, and come up
with their own judgements on the relevant interpretative positions.

° acquire skills in argumentative discussion and in writing about issues in the
Tractatus in particular, and Wittgenstein’s Philosophy in general.

Learning activities:

Learning activities of this course include lectures, tutorials, reading essays, and
writing a short essay and a term paper:

1. Lecture: 3 hours a week (mandatory).

2. Tutorial class: 5 two-hour sessions (mandatory).

3. A short essay.

4. A term paper.

In this course, students are required to attend all the lectures and tutorials. Students are
expected to read assigned essays, if any, before the lectures and study tutorial materials,
consisting of assigned essays or book chapters, before the tutorial classes.

Students are also expected to devote sufficient time to the writing of a short essay and a

term paper throughout the whole course. Surveying and reading the relevant literature and
analyzing the materials are essential to the production of satisfactory short essay and term

paper.

Students should be able to develop and enhance their analytical and argumentative skills
through discussion in tutorials and classroom and writing the short essay and the term paper.

Assessment:
Tutorial performance (15%)
Short essay (25%)
Term Paper (60%)

Tutorials: TBA

Short essays: You need to write a short essay for this course. It would carry a
maximum 25% of the mark of the course.

Word limit of each short essay: 1000-2000

Deadline for the short essay: TBA



A set of topics will be given to you three to four weeks before the deadline of the
short essay.

Term paper:

Word limit of the term paper: 3000-5000
Deadline for term paper: TBA
Attention:

In your term paper and short essay, if there are any ideas, opinions and/or materials
which are taken from others, no matter whether you quote them word by word or
not, you MUST provide the sources. Otherwise, you would be considered as having

committed Plagiarism. (Please also refer to
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ for ‘Honesty in Academic
Work’.)

Students are required to submit their short essays and term papers to the VeriGuide
system before handing them in. Please visit the following website for the VeriGuide
system: http://veriguidel.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/portal/page/index.jsp

Main texts:

Wittgenstein, L. (1974). Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. D. F. Pears and B. F. McGuinness,
trans. London: RKP.

(1981). Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. C. K. Ogden, trans. London: RKP.

QOutline Content:

1. The “preface”

2. The Tractarian ontology (TLP 1-2.063)

3. The picture theory I (TLP 2.1-2.225)

4. Thought, proposition and picture (TLP 3-3.144)

5. Analysis and logical syntax (TLP 3.2-3.5)

6. The picture theory IT (TLP 4.01-4.0641)

7. Philosophy (TLP 4-4.0031, 4.1-4.116, 6.53-7)

8. Showing, variable and the general propositional form (TLP 4.12-4.53)
0. Logical operation and logic (TLP 5-5.5352)
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10. The general propositional form and propositional attitude (TLP 5.54-
5.5571)

11. Solipsism (TLP 5.6-5.641)
12. The general propositional form and logical propositions (TLP 6-6.13)
13. Propositions of mathematics and natural science (TLP 6.2-6.3751)

14. Ethics, the meaning of life and the mystical (TLP 6.4-6.522)
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Teaching Schedule (Provisional):

TBA

List of tutorial materials:

TBA

Academic honesty and plagiarism:

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such
policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ .

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally
text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be
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issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment.
Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of
the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.



