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This is a writing-intensive introductory course aimed at training students in the basic
skills needed for philosophical reading, thinking, and writing. The course introduces
principles of philosophical argumentation and critical thinking, along with techniques
for philosophical writing. The instructor and students then jointly employ these
principles and techniques to analyze and discuss selected philosophical problems.
Students will be required to apply the methods of argument and writing skills
introduced in the course to compose several short argumentative essays.
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1. Demonstrate competence in reading comprehension, critical evaluation, and
argumentative writing with respect to at least three philosophical topics.

2. Demonstrate competence in writing a short philosophy essay that explains a
problem and then states and defends a thesis concerning it.
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1. What counts as philosophical thinking and writing?
2. Writing to understand reading
a. Taking Notes
b.Writing a summary
c.Writing an abstract
d.Extracting an author’s thesis
e.Outlining an essay
3. Evaluating argumentative prose
a.  Formulating and evaluating a definition
b.  Evaluating an argument by analogy
c.  Evaluating a formal argument
4. Drafting and revising the philosophical essay
a.  The eight-step sequence
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b.  The opening paragraph
c.  Paragraph structure
d.  The closing paragraph
e.  Reviewing papers in response to others’ comments
5. Manuscript preparation and format
a. Integrating quotations and citing sources
b Integrating quotations
c.  Avoiding plagiarism
d.  Citing and documenting sources
U
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7. Using Library and Online Resources
Philosophical dictionaries
b.  Encyclopedias, book series, and specialized references
Journals
Topics Required reading Tutorials Remarks
1 What counts as Mogck, Brian David : Ch. 8
philosophical thinking
and writing?
2 Writing to Closs, Julie : Ch. 3
Understand Reading -
Taking Notes
3 Writing to Bedau, Hugo : Ch.2,
Understand Reading - | pp.9-24
Writing a Summary
and Writing an
Abstract
4 Writing to Bedau, Hugo : Ch.2,
Understand Reading - | pp.24-34
Extracting an Author's
Thesis and Outlining
an Essay
5 Evaluating Bedau, Hugo : Ch 3
Argumentative Prose
6 Writing a Bedau, Hugo : Ch 4
Philosophical Paper
7 The Structure of a Martinich A. P. : Ch. 3
Philosophical Essay




8 Tactics for Analytic Martinich A. P. : Ch. 5
Writing

14/3 | Drafting the Bedau, Hugo : Ch 5,
Philosophical Essay pp.106-126

21/3 | Revising the Bedau, Hugo : Ch 5,
Philosophical Essay pp.127-160

11/4 | Integrating Bedau, Hugo : Ch 6
Quotations and Citing
Sources

18/4 | Using Library and Bedau, Hugo: Ch 7

Online Resources
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Task nature Description Weight
o . 0 40% of
written exercises Writing a Summary and Evaluating an Argument 40% overall
mark
Presentation and . . 30% of
. . Assigned topics overall
discussion
mark
30% of

6 Quizzes Short questions from assigned readings overall

mark

5 EREE R

1. Bedau, Hugo, Thinking and Writing about Philosophy, Boston, MA: Bedford
Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1996.

2. Martinich, A. P., Philosophical Writing: An Introduction, Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall, 1989

3. Mogck, Brian David, Writing to Reason Malden, MA : Blackwell Pub., 2008

4. Closs, Julie ed., Doing Philosophy, London ; New York : Continuum, 2007.

5. Zak Van Straaten ed., Basic concepts in philosophy, Cape Town : Oxford
University Press, 1981. [2, 3, 4, 5, 13, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 35, 37, 41,
42,43, 44, 45]
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Press, 2003
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13. Bedau, Hugo, Thinking and Writing about Philosophy, Boston, MA: Bedford
Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1996. (*)

14. Martinich, A. P., Philosophical Writing: An_Introduction, Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1989. (**)

15. Soccio, Douglas J., How to Get The Most Out of Philosophy, Belmont, California:
Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1998

16. Fisher, Alec, The Logic of Real Argument, Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1988

17. J. Wilson, Thinking with Concepts (Cambridge: CUP, 1963)(**)

18. Gorovitz, Samuel, and Ron G. Williams, Philosophical Analysis: An Introduction
to Its Language and Techniques (New York: Random House, 1963)

19. Waston, Richard A., Writing Philosophy: A Guide to Professional Writing and
Publishing, Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1992

20. Feinberg, Joel, Doing Philosophy: A Guide to The Writing of Philosophy Papers,
Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1997

21. Bonjour and Baker: Philosophical Problems

22. Daly: Philosophical Methods

23. Michael Bruce, Steven Barbone: Just the Arguments: 100 of the Most Important
Arguments in Western Philosophy 2011

24. Jennifer Hornsby, Guy Longworth: Reading Philosophy of Language Selected
Texts with Interactive Commentary 2005

25. Helen Beebee, Julian Dodd: Reading Metaphysics Selected Texts with Interactive
Commentary Reading Philosophy 2007

26. Sven Bernecker: Reading Epistemology Selected Texts with Interactive
Commentary Reading Philosophy 2006

(57N



New Philosopher Magazine : http://www.newphilosopher.com/
Philosophy Now: http://philosophynow.org/
The Philosopher’s Magazine: http://www.philosophersnet.com/
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27. Peter A. Angeles, Dictionary of Philosophy (New York: Harper
Perennial,1981)(**)

28. A.W. Sparkes, Talking Philosophy (London: Routledge, 1991)

29. Audi, Robert ed., The Cambridge dictionary of philosophy ,Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1999 (@f&Er22geill | Jo 3 hik T4mag ahy « Bl
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30. Lacey, A.R., A Dictionary of philosophy ,London : Routledge, 1990

31. Blackburn, Simon, The Oxford dictionary of philosophy ,Oxford: Oxford
University Press, c1994 (Netlibrary version)(**)

32. 4:1lIEEE http://www.iciba.net/

33. AiE=A|EE ¢ http://dict.youdao.com/

34. Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward Craig

35. Philosopher's
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