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The course introduces the philosophical thought of Confucianism, Taoism, and
Buddhism, so as to give students a deeper understanding of the roots of Chinese
values and culture. As a cornerstone of Chinese culture, Confucianism contributes to
the establishment of the human moral way by articulating a conception of humans as
moral subjects. Taoism stresses the pursuit of an ideal life by understanding the
changes of the universe, while Buddhism applies the concept of karma to show how
the ultimate cause of human suffering lies in ignorance. Other Chinese philosophical
thought such as Mohism, Legalism, and the School of Yin and Yang may also be
covered.

BEE (Learning Outcomes: What are students expected to know and be able

to do after taking this course?)

1. Identify and characterize the central ideas of major schools of traditional Chinese
philosophy and explain their connections to other major aspects or elements of
Chinese culture.

Discuss the historical and cultural backgrounds of Chinese philosophy.
Discuss how traditional philosophical thought can inform our conception and
appreciation of Chinese culture.

4. lllustrate how traditional philosophical thought can be brought to bear on
analyzing and understanding some of the cultural and ethical issues in the
contemporary world.

5. Read and interpret selected classical texts, and analyze the content and
philosophical issues addressed.
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Michael Puett and Christine Gross-Loh, The Path: What Chinese Philosophers
Can Teach Us About the Good Life, New York: Simon & Schuster, 2016.

4. Philip J. Ivanhoe and Bryan W. Van Norden (eds.), Readings in Classical Chinese
Philosophy, Cambridge, MA: Hackett, 2005.

5. Justin Tiwald and Bryan W. Van Norden, (eds.), Readings in Later Chinese
Philosophy — Han Dynasty to the 20" Century, Cambridge, MA: Hackett, 2014,
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