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PHIL 4282 Hermeneutics
T 9:30am-12:15pm LSB C3

I. Course Description

Hermeneutics is one of the most important philosophical movements in
the tradition of the 20th century Continental Philosophies. The aim of
the course is to help students in understanding better the main ideas of
those major thinkers in Hermeneutics and their developments in the
20th century European philosophies. The main themes and the major
thinkers discussed in this course will be

1) Introduction: Hermeneutics as a theory of interpretation and

a theory of human existence.

2) Schleiermacher: The Art of understanding and the

hermeneutical circle

3) Dilthey:Hermeneutics of life-expression (Erlebnis-Ausdruck)

4) Heidegger: Understanding and interpretation as existentiale

of Dasein.

5) Gadamer: Tradition, language and dialogical fusion of

horizons.

6) Ricoeur: Text and a theory of interpretation.

7) Habermas: Hermeneutic claim for the universality and the

critical Hermeneutics.

8) Derrida: Differance and the deconstruction of the
philosophical power.

I1. Requirements and Grading

Students are required to do all the readings and to participate in all
class discussions (5%). The final grade of a student will be based
mainly on his/her performance on at least one presentation (20%) +
one book report (20%) , and one final research paper (55%).

I11. Texts and Readings
1) The main texts used in the class will be selected from the original



writings of hermeneutic thinkers from Schleiermacher to Ricoeur.
Students will get a list of the selected texts in the following course
schedule.

2) Recommended readings

a) Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, trans. by John Macqurrie &
Edward Robinson, (London: SCM Press, 1962)

b) Martin Heidegger, Basic Writings, ed. By David Farrell Krell,
HaperSanFrancisco, 1993.

c) Hans Georg Gadamer, Truth and Method, Trans., by Joel
Weinsheimer & Donald G. Marshall, Second Revised Edition (New
York: Continuum,2003)

d) Richard E Palmer, Hermeneutics — Interpretation Theory in
Schleiermacher, Dilthey, Heidegger, and Gadamer, Northwestern Univ.
Press. 1969

e) John D. Caputo, Radical Hermeneutics — Repetition, Deconstruction, and the
Hermeneutic Project, SUNY Press, 1987

f) The Hermeneutic Tradition: From Ast to Ricoeur, ed. By Gayle Ormiston & Alan
Schrift, SUNY, 1990.

g) Josef Bleicher, Contemporary Hermeneutics -- Hermeneutics as
Method, Philosophy and Critique, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980
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IV. Tentative Course Schedule (to be announced in class)

V. Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work,
and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such
policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. With each assignment, students
will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these policies,
regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same
group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally
text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be
issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment.



http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm

Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version
of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.




