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A. Object: This course provides a guide to understanding the novel conception of
philosophy—*“Ethics as First Philosophy”—proposed by the contemporary French
philosopher Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995). Through reading the selected chapters of
his first major work Totality and Infinity [1961] and other related writings of the young
and mature Levinas, this course studies the main characteristics of Levinas’s thought, its
subtle relation with phenomenology, its mutation and its influence on the Western
contemporary philosophical scene.
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B. Outline ZX2 K48 (tentative 37 7F):

1. Introduction: Why reading Levinas?

Reading: Hent de Vries, “Levinas”, in A Companion to Continental Philosophy, ed. S.
Critchley & W. R. Schroeder (Blackwell, 1998), pp. 245-255.

2. Levinas’ life and times and their relation to his philosophical development

Reading: E. Levinas, Ethics and Infinity. Conversations with Philippe Nemo [1982],
Eng. trans. R. Cohen (Pittsburg: Duquesnes University Press, 1985).

3. Early enthusiastic encounter with Husserlian phenomenology and Heideggerian
ontology

Readings:

a. Levinas, The Theory of Intuition in Husserl's Phenomenology [1930], Eng. tr. A.
Orianne (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1995).

b. Levinas, "Martin Heidegger and Ontology" [1932], Eng. tr. Committee of Public
Safety, Diacritics 26 (1), Spring 1996: 11-32.

4. Levinas thinker of his time: first awareness of the danger of Hitler’s philosophy of
force and its threat toward freedom
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Readings:

a. Levinas, "Reflections on the Philosophy of Hitlerism" [1934], Eng. tr. S.
Hand, Critical Inquiry 17 (1990), 63-71.

b. Levinas, On Escape [1935], Eng. tr. B. Bergo (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
2003).

5. New thinking of existence and departure from Heideggerian ontology

Reading: Levinas, Existence and Existents [1947], Eng. tr. A. Lingis (The Hague: M.
Nijhoff, 1978).

6. First formulation of the question of the Other

Reading: Levinas, Time and the Other [1947], Eng. tr. R. Cohen (Pittsburgh:
Duquesne University Press, 1987)

7. Primacy of the Other and radical criticism of Heideggerian ontology and reappraisal of
Husserlian phenomenology

Readings:

a. Levinas, "Is Ontology Fundamental?" [1951], Eng. tr. M. B. Smith and B.
Harshav, in Entre nous: on Thinking-of-the-other (New York: Columbia University
Press,1998), pp. 1-12.

b. Levinas, "Nonintentional Consciousness” [1983], Eng. tr. M.B. Smith and B.
Harshav, in Entre nous: on Thinking-of-the-other , pp. 123-132.

c. “Ethics as first philosophy” [1982], Eng. tr. S. Hand & M. Temple, in The Levinas
Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford & Cambridge: Blackwell, 1989), pp. 75-87.

8. Ethics as first philosophy and its elaboration in Totality and Infinity [1961], Eng, tr. A.
Lingis (Pittsburgh: Duguesne University Press, 1969).

o}

. Critique of the history of Western philosophy as totalization

Reading: Section I. “The Same and the Other. A. Metaphysics and transcendence”, pp.
33-52.

b. Phenomenology of eros and enjoyment

Reading: Section I, “Interiority and Economy. A. Separation as Life. B. Enjoyment
and Representation. C. | and Dependence”, pp. 109-151

c. The face as the ethical embodiment of the Other

Reading: Section Ill. “Exteriority and the Face. A. Sensibility and the Face. B. Ethics
and the Face”, pp. 187-219.

d. Phenomenology of Warfare violence and transcendence of the Other
Reading: “The Ethical Relation and Time”, pp. 220-247.
e. Phenomenology of the feminine and fecundity
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9. Levinas’s influence
a. Derrida’s first critical reception of Levinas’s philosophy

Reading: J. Derrida, “Violence and Metaphysics. An Essay on the Thought of
Emmanuel Levinas” [1963], Eng. tr. A. Bass, in Writing and Difference (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1978), pp. 79-153.

b. How to think beyond ontology? Levinas’s radicalization of his philosophical ethics

E. Levinas, “Substitution” [1968], in Emmanuel Levinas, Basic Philosophical
Writings, ed. A. T. Peperzak, S. Critchley, and R. Bernasconi (Bloomington &
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1996), pp. 79-95.

c. Toward an ethical politics

Levinas, “Peace and Proximity” [1984], in Emmanuel Levinas, Basic Philosophical
Writings, pp. 161-1609.

10. Conclusion: Western philosophy after Levinas
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