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W AHEEHEBE Topics in Eastern Philosophy

( Tibetan Buddhist Philosophy)
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This course will introduce and guide students to read some basic works of the Tibetan

Buddhist Philosophy. Attention will be given to the contemporary Western reception of
the tradition.
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1. Acquire knowledge of the selected topics of the course.

2. Have a solid grasp of the philosophical issues of the selected topics of the course.
3. Demonstrate familiarity with the primary/secondary source texts.

4. Be able to articulate and defend a philosophical thesis of their own.
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In this course, you are expect to

+ Attend the lectures and tutorials.

< Study the readings assigned and try to think through them;

< Develop the skills mentioned above through discussion and writing (short essays

and final paper).

+ Attend all lectures/tutorials and arrive prepared to discuss the readings and

participate in class discussion.
Types of activities and workload:
In-class:

1. Lecture: 2 hours a week (mandatory)

2. Tutorial: 1 two-hour session every two week beginning from Week 3.
(mandatory)

*QOut-of-class:

1. Reading: an average of 4-5 hours per week on required and suggested reading
assigned for lecture topics, and 2-3 hours on tutorial reading assignments and
presentation.

2. Essay writing: an average of 2-3 hour per week on preparing and writing your
essay assignments throughout the term. You should arrange your time so as to
apportion more hours on writing.
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Class performance 10%
Presentation 20%
Short essay 30%
Final paper 40%
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8. The Lam rim Chen mo Translation Committee, The Great Treatise on the Stages
of the Path to Enlightenment Vol.1-3 (New York: Snow Lion Publications 2000,
2002, 2004)

9. E. Napper, Dependent Arising and Emptiness: A Tibetan Buddhist Interpretation

of Madhyamika Philosophy Emphasizing the Compatibility of Emptiness and

2

N E LD




Conventional Phenomena (Boston: Wisdom Publ. 1989) 2552 ( & EEEZE
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13. A Klein, Knowledge and Liberation: Tibetan Buddhist Epistemology in Support
of Transformative Religious Experience (Snow Lion 1986)

14. pEDE - BEiEdRE SFHERGy [, HAMEEFEE. CGRYIHIRR L, 1995)

15. Lopez, Donald S. Prisoners of Shangri-La: Tibetan Buddhism and the West.
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998.)

16. Lopez, Donald S. Religions of Tibet in practice. (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
University Press, 1997.)

17. G. Dreyfus, Recognizing Reality: Dharmakirti’s Philosophy and its Tibetan
Interpretations. SUNY, 1997.

18. ------m-o--- , The Sound of Two Hands Clapping: The Education of a Tibetan
Buddhist Monk. (University of California Press, 2003.)

19. J.Hopkins, Meditation on Emptiness (Boston: Wisdom Publ. 1983).

20. ------mmm-- , Emptiness Yoga (New York: Snow Lion 1987).

21, ----mmeee- , Emptiness in the Mind —Only School of Buddhism: Dynamic
Responses to Dzong-ka-ba s The Essence of Eloquence: I (University of
California Press1999)

22, -m-mmmmmmme- , Reflection on Reality: The Three Natures and Non-Natures in the
Mind —Only School: Dynamic Responses to Dzong-ka-ba s the Essence of
Eloquence: Vol.2 (The University of California Press 2002)

23, ----mmmeee- , Maps of the Profound: Jam-yang-shay-ba s Great Exposition of
Buddhist and Non-Buddhist Views on the Nature of Reality (New York: Snow
Lion Publications 2003)
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We use Blackboard (elearn.cuhk.edu.hk) for this course. Lecture notes and essay guidelines will
be available at the website.
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