Course Code: UGEA 2110

English title: An Intro to Chinese Culture

Chinese title: 1B (L5

(This is a provisional course outline that is subject to change)

First term, 2015-16

Class time: 2:30pm—>5:15pm, Tuesdays
Class location: NAH 114

Lecturer: WONG Sum Lung (F /02 HE)
E-mail: w.sltk@hotmail.com

Course overview:

This is an interdisciplinary course that will address questions such as the
following: what is Chinese culture? Why did Chinese culture become a hotly
debated issue in 20th—century Greater China? What does it mean to be Chinese,
both today and historically speaking? This course will draw upon Chinese cultural
history, intellectual history, and philosophy with a focus on pre-Qin thinkers. With
the help of anthropological theory, students will also engage with the material at a
higher level of generality, asking questions such as “what is culture?”, “what is
religion?” and “what is ideology?” Through asking these questions they will gain a
deeper of understanding of how Chinese religions, ideologies, and philosophies have
shaped Chinese culture throughout history, from ancient times through the 20"

century.

Learning outcomes:
Students will...
1) identify the main characteristics of traditional Chinese culture.
2) gain familiarity with some of the major Chinese schools of thought.
3) appraise Chinese culture.
4) gain awareness of the relevance of Chinese culture for the contemporary world.
5) reflect upon and engage in critical discussion about the future of Chinese culture.
6) gain awareness of theoretical issues regarding the use of abstract concepts such

as culture, religion, and ideology

Topics:

The problem of Chinese culture


mailto:w.sltk@hotmail.com

The concept of culture

Religion in ancient China

Confucianism, Mohism, and Taoism

Legalism and correlative cosmology

The influx of Buddhism

Society and politics of medieval China

The iconoclasm of the May Fourth Movement

The relevance of Chinese culture today

Learning activities:

Students are expected to spend substantially more time learning outside the
classroom than in class. Apart from keeping up with the reading assignments, on
which they may be tested in class, they will also be encouraged to participate in the
discussion of course the course topics. At the end of the semester, students will be

required to submit a term paper (details to be determined).

Assessment scheme:

10% Participation

20% quizzes (see schedule below for quiz dates)
60% Term paper, due 14/12/2015

Course schedule:
Below is a schedule and list reading assignments that should be completed
before each class.

Far9H7H

S 9 H14H

— HIE TS (RECSUES )  (EREF) - (E5) -

— Clifford Geertz, “Chapter 1: Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory
of Culture” & “Chapter 2: The Impact of the Concept of Culture on the
Concept of Man,” Interpretation of Cultures, pp. 3-54.

— Benjamin I. Schwarz, “Introduction,” The World of Thought in Ancient China,
pp. 1-15.



B, 9521 H
— “Chapter 1: Early Cultural Orientations” The World of Thought in Ancient
China, pp. 16—-39.
— “Chapter 4: Religion as a Cultural System” & “Chapter 5: Ethos, World View,
and the Analysis of Sacred Symbols,” The Interpretation of Cultures, pp. 87—
141.

9 H 28 H : N\ZE{EHA

IR 10 H5H -
— (PBCA ), (BB R EOCHI R ) ~ (B TE L H HEERAY
TEHEBL IR ) > H 11 - 45,
— “Chapter 2: Early Chou Thought: Continuity and Breakthrough” & “Chapter 3:
Confucius: The Vision of the Analects,” pp. 40—134.
— Quiz 1

BhHER-10H12H -
— (PBCEs), (B== 0 gEmees——H MmERHARE ), | 47 - 57,
— “Chapter 4: Mo-tzu’s Challenge” & “Chapter 5: The Emergence of a Common
Discourse,” The World of Thought in Ancient China, pp. 135-185.

BN 10 H19H -
— “Chapter 6: The Ways of Taoism,” The World of Thought in Ancient China, pp.
186—-254

FEiR 10H 26 H -
— “Chapter 7: The Defense of the Confucian Faith: Mencius and Hsiin-tzu,” The
World of Thought in Ancient China, pp. 255-320.

£/ ER-11H2H -
— (PR sRY, DU A A P A R AR ) > | 59 - 82,
—  “Chapter 8: Legalism” & “Chapter 9: Correlative Cosmology,” pp. 321-382.
— Quiz 2

FhER- 11 H9H:
— (PBCAER), (BBTE: BEEZBROREE) ). (HNE: R
) H 85-130.
— “Chapter 10: The Five Classics” & “Postscript,” pp. 383—421.



FHaRo 118 16 1

— OB, (Sbm PR AL~ (AT il BUE

s (HILE: FHBBUERRIAE @O - P E R, R
AEULBLE ). (BT T RRIUERSL)  H 131 - 225.

ST 11H 23 H :

—  CFBISCHsE), (ST BB ), (5= SR

B0 (B LG MBSIEEE ), T TR
ST EIEE) ) - B 227 - 316.

B+ 11 H30H:
— (BB (B N E ILEDE ) (Bt S ) (EE—
FBISCALHIAR R ) > H 317 - 344,
— “Chapter 8: Ideology as a Cultural System,” The Interpretation of Cultures, pp.
193-233.
— Quiz3

=R -12H7H:
— I (REEASETECUERRAER) -

Required texts:

MIER T4R: (RECUEER) - BET 2 (2 =R&ER/, 2001).

RN (EEERFETBCUEERAERR) (210 RERHRAE] - 1984) -

Geertz, Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays by Clifford Geertz.
New York: Basic Books, 1973.

Schwartz, Benjamin |. The World of Thought in Ancient China. Cambridge and

London: Harvard University Press, 1985.

Recommended reading:

2 - (PESUESREm (B574)) (21D IEfEE » 1977).

Fei2 - (PEFERBUEREER) (=t - FEEEEEE » 2001) -
g - () (Z=AL - EER kA E] » 1993) -

FROR  (FPRCUEER) ( B - =RBiE)E 0 1987) -

ZEOE L (R bRE A MRS ) (2L BRREEHAE - 1993) -
e (TeEgEERA) (210 ¢ kA= - 1991)



ARyl - (P EUE R Qe Re) (2L ¢ BRI A E] > 1987) -
AP - (PR ACUERVRFE) (2L ¢ BREEHRREESR A E]  1988) -
Ak (PEEEESE) (B AR LA > 1992) -

o= (PEEENRE) (2 - 2BRAEFR - 1975) -

Fop= (PEEEEE) (2L BAER 0 1983)

Bt (TFESUERES) (510 HEEEERARAE > 1990) -
EER  (PECUEZEEE) (510 EdhEE > 1959)

BRI - (thEEES) (B& 0 ERB ARt - 2005) -
TSI - (PEEE) (bt + JEstREHRRtE > 2006)

e - CERPECUEREER) (210 =R&EF > 2005) -

Academic honesty and plagiarism:

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic
work, and to the disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of
such policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration
that they are aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For
group projects, all students of the same group should be asked to sign the
declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is
principally text-based and submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a
receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’ uploading of the soft copy of the
assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only

the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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