PHIL4413
Topics in Comparative Philosophy [LET 2 ERE
(Liberal Neutrality, State Perfectionism, and Confucianism)

Course Outline

Time : W 10-:30-1:15pm Location : CYT 212

Course overview (as shown on CUSIS)

Can government legitimately do things that affect individual lives in their self-regarding (in contrast to
their other-regarding) aspects, either positively or negatively? In other words, is government supposed to
make laws and/or social policies, among others, to prohibit or make it difficult for people to live lives that
(the government thinks) are bad for them (such as driving without seat belt on, riding motorcycles without
wearing helmet, smoking that merely affects the smoker, etc.) on the one hand and, on the other, to require
or make it easier for people to live lives that (the government thinks) are good for them (such as
maintaining regular physical exercises, learning to appreciate works of art, enjoying the beauty of the
nature, etc.) In contemporary Western political philosophy, liberalism and state perfectionism hold
opposite views on this issue: the former claims that the government should remain neutral with respect to
individual lives as long as they don’t affect others, while state perfectionism maintains that the
government has the responsibility to encourage, if not require, people to live lives that are good for them
and make it difficult, if not prohibit, people to live lives that are bad for them. In the first two third of this
course, we will examine the central arguments of both liberalism and state perfectionism. In the last third
of the course, we will try to see how Confucianism will bear on this issue, with an eye to see whether it
can make any unique contributions to this contemporary debate.

Advisory to Majors: to be taken in year 2 or above.
Learning outcomes (as shown on CUSIS)

1.  Develop sensitivity to the common concerns of human existence especially from a comparative
perspective between eastern and western of philosophy.

2. Equip students with life-long learning capacities especially through understanding of the
connections between academic pursuits and life experience.

3. Relate the subject matters to human experience and/or modern life.

Topics

(See course outline below)

Learning activities

1. Students are supposed to attend weekly class sessions regularly; absence without excusable
reasons is not tolerated;

2. Students are supposed to come to class prepared, with the assigned readings for the given class
carefully read,;

3. Students are supposed to actively participate classroom discussions by raising questions and
making comments regarding either the assigned readings or the instructor’s lectures or fellow
students’ comments;

4. Students are supposed to write three short papers, each with minimum of 4 pages, double spaced,
Times New Romans font size 12, with regular margins; their due dates are indicated on the
schedule below; two of the three papers are to be presented at the discussion sessions;

5. Students are supposed to write one term paper, with a minimum of 15 pages, double spaced,
Times New Romans font size 12, with regular margins; it can be an extension of one of the three
short papers; the paper is due two weeks after the last class.



Assessment scheme

Task nature Description Weight
Class preparation/participation Siesiﬂisr;gigotr:we assigned reading and actively participate class 15
Three short papers 30
Two presentations 10
One term paper 45
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Course schedule

Week Topics Required reading Tut | Remarks
ori
als
1(Sep.9) (1) Introduction of the Course Huang 2001 (chapter
(2) Introduction to the topic: Neutrality 5); Huang 2003
and the Good in (a) the
liberal-communitarian debate and (2)
the liberal-perfectionist debate
2 (Sep. 16) The liberal neutrality 1: the classical argument | Mill 2003 (particularly
chapters 1, 2, and 5)
3 (Sep. 23) The liberal neutrality 2: the contemporary Dworkin 1990
argument
4 (Sep. 30) Discussion 1: liberal neutrality 1* paper
due
5 (Oct. 7) The perfectionist argument 1: The human Hurka 1993
nature argument (Particularly parts | and
)
6 (Oct. 14) The perfectionist argument 2: Objective list of | Sher 1997 (particularly
good perfectionism chapters 9 and 10)
7 (Oct. 21) Holiday
8 (Oct. 28) The perfectionist argument 3: Liberal Wall (particularly
Perfectionism chapter 1 and part Il
[particularly chapter 9]
9 (Nov. 4) Discussion session 2: Perfectionism 2" paper
due
10 (Nov. 11) Confucianism 1: Extreme Perfectionism Jiang 2012: Parts 1 and
3
11 (Nov. 18) Class cancelled; to be made up on December
7th
12 (Nov. 25) Confucianism 2: Moderate Perfectionism Chan 2000; Chan 2013
(Introduction, Part 2
and conclusion)
13 (Dec. 2) Confucianism 3: Unique contributions Huang 2015; Huang
2014 (chapter 5);
Huang 2013 (chapter 4)




14 (Dec. 7) Discussion Session 3: Confucianism 3" paper
due

December 21: Term paper due

Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(S)

Teacher

Name: Huang Yong

Office location: Room 421, Fung King Hey Building

Telephone: 3943 9678

Email: yonghuang@cuhk.edu.hk

TA

Name:

Office location:

Telephone:

Email:

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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