PHIL3531 Topics in Chinese Philosophy 1 [g]#1 22 B H
Chinese Philosophy from a Perspective of Analytic Philosophy
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Date: Every Thursday (7 Sept to 5 Dec 2015)
Time: 15:30-18:15 Venue: UCC111 (UC E[f5411)

Instructor

Yiu-ming Fung (B #EHR)

Visiting Professor

Department of Philosophy

Chinese University of Hong Kong

Emeritus Professor

Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
E-mail: hmymfung@ust hk

Contact Hours: by appointment

Medium of Instruction: Chinese or English

Course Description

This course is a critical and comparative study of Chinese philosophy with emphasis
on analytic methods. It aims at providing students with the basic training of how to
use analytic methods, such as logical analysis, linguistic and conceptual analysis, and
thought experiments, in dealing with the main issues in Chinese philosophy.
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Course Objectives

Through a comparative study of Chinese and Western philosophy, students are
expected to have a deep understanding of the characteristics of both philosophical



traditions, including their sameness and difference. This may be helpful for students
to explore their philosophical horizon, to be able to use analytic methods to deal with
problems in Chinese philosophy, and to investigate the deep level of meaning in
Chinese thought.
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Course Outline

Topic 1 How to Do Chinese Philosophy with Analytic Methods?
——Three Main Streams/Trends of Doing Chinese Philosophy

Readings (1) Yiu-ming Fung: Problematizing Contemporary Confucianism in
East Asia
(2) Yiu-ming Fung: Issues and Methods of Analytic Philosophy in
Chinese Philosophy
(3) The Usefulness and Limitations of Analytic Method in Chinese
Philosophy*

Topic 2 How to Use Logical Method in Chinese Philosophy?

Readings (1) Bertrand Russell’s Theory of “Definite Descriptions” (Notes)*
(2) Saul Kripke’s Idea of “Rigid Designators” (Notes)*
(3) Yiu-ming Fung: A Logical Perspective on Discourse on
White-Horse (Selection)*

Topic 3 How to Use the Theory of Speech Acts in Chinese Philosophy?

Readings (1) Henry Rosemont, Jr.: Is Zen [ Chan] Buddhism a Philosophy?
(2) Henry Rosemont, Jr.: The Meaning Is the Use: Kooan (/Y2 Public
Case) and Mondoo (/1% Q & A) as Linguistic Tools of the Zen
Masters™
(3A) Yiu-ming Fung: How to Do Zen with Words?*
(4B) John Searle’s Reply*



Topic 4

Readings

Topic 5

Readings

Topic 6

Readings

Topic 7

Readings

Topic 8

Readings

How to Use Thought Experiments in Chinese Philosophy?

(1) John Searle’s “Chinese Room” Argument (Notes)*
(2) Hilary Putnam’s “Brains in a Vat” Argument (Notes)*
(3E) Yiu-ming Fung: Three Dogmas in New Confucianism (Selection)
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Transcendental Argument/Transcendental Deduction
——Two Kinds of Transcendental Arguments

(1E) Fung Yu-lan: Method in Xin Li Xue*
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(2) Yiu-ming Fung: Davidson’s Charity in the Context of Chinese
Philosophy (Selection)*
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The Thesis of Anti-Logic versus the Thesis of Historical Positivism
in Buddhism

(1E) Hu Shih: Ch’an (Zen) Buddhism in China: Its History and Method
(1C) #H%E « FEHYLH © B SBL A"

(2E) D. T. Suzuki: Zen: A Reply to Hu Shih
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(3E) Yiu-ming Fung: The Thesis of Anti-Logic in Buddhism
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Language and Logic in the Gongsun Longzi

(1E) Chad Hansen: Kung-sun Lung and the White Horse Paradox*
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How to Understand the Relation between Ren ({— Benevolence)
and Li (¥ Rites) in the Analects?

(1) Herbert Fingarette: The Locus of the Personal (Selection)*
(2) Yiu-ming Fung: Disposition or Imposition?*



Topic 9

Readings

Topic 10

Readings

Topic 11

Readings

Topic 12

Readings

(3) Yiu-ming Fung: Ren as a Heavy Concept in the Analects
(4) JSHEH : GmeEP C SRR

Is Human Nature Evil in the Xunzi?

(1) Lao Sze-kwong: A History of Chinese Philosophy (Selection)
(2) Fung Yu-lan: A History of Chinese Philosophy (Selection)
(3) /EBHEHA © &) Ak Erae™

(4) Yiu-ming Fung: Two Senses of Wei ({£ artifact)

How Do you Know the Happiness of a Fish?

(1) Wan-Chuan Feng: The Case of the Happy Fish—Going Back to the
Ordinary*
(2) Yiu-ming Fung: Zhuangzi’s Idea of Wei-yi (/5— Being One)*

Skill and Dao in the Zhuangzi
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(2) Chris Fraser: Wu-wei (4 %5 Non-doing), the Background, and
Intentionality

(3) Yiu-ming Fung: Skill and Dao in the Zhuangzi: with Special
Reference to the Cook Ding Story*

Wang Yang-ming’s Idea of Liang-zhi (E%&1 Original Zhi)

(1) JEHEEA © EF5EA TLAMEY) ) SRR
(2) Yiu-ming Fung: Wang Yang-ming’s Theory of Liang-zhi*

* Required Reading

Requirements and Grading

(1) Regular Attendance and Discussion: 10%
(2) Mid-term Short Essay (Case Study or Book Report): 20%
(3) Final-term Academic Paper: 70%
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