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Course overview

This course aims to explore different aspects of human life in the discussion of philosophy
and film, and attempts to explicate the philosophical implications of film. Through the
discussion of the selected films, students will be encouraged to develop critical thinking
skills and to establish their understanding about the meaning of life.

Learning outcomes

1. describe and analyze some basic concepts and theories of philosophy
2. apply philosophical theories to understand and appreciate films
3. apply philosophical reflection to their different experiences in daily life
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Course schedule

Week

Topic
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1. Thomas R. Flynn, Existentialism: a
very short introduction, Chapter 1-2.
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2. Thomas R. Flynn, Existentialism: a
very short introduction, Chapter 3- 4.
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1. John Armstrong, Conditions of Love.
chap. 1, 2,5, 6, 12.

2. Alain de Botton, On love. Chap. 1 - 2.

12-14
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1. Martin  Heidegger, Being and
Time, (1962), Division Two, section I,
p.279 -311.

2. Stephen  Mulhall,  Routledge
Philosophy Guidebook to Heidegger and
Being and Time, p.114-124

3. ZERAm, (AAEEFEMER) | p.85-
93,

2. Josef Pieper, Death and Immortality,
Chapter I, I1, VI




Assessment scheme : tentative arrangement

Task nature Weight
Term Paper 1 25%
Term Paper 2 25 %
Final Examination (centralized examination) 40 %
In — class discussion 10 %

Learning activities and workload :

In-class:
1. Lecture: 2- 3 hours each week.
2. attend all lectures and participate in class discussion.

3. In—class discussion.

Out-of-class:
1. Reading: 2 — 3 hours each week on lecture material.

2. Writing term papers, an average of 2-3 hours each week on reading the suggest readings and selected movies,
and preparing the essays throughout the semester.

Recommended learning resources :
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Charles Guignon, Derk Pereboom (ed.), Existentialism: basic writings. Cambridge: Hackett, 2001.
David E. Cooper, Existentialism: a reconstruction. Mass.: Blackwell Pub., 1999.
Thomas R. Flynn, Existentialism: a very short introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006.

Jean Paul Sartre, Being and Nothingness. Trans. & intro. by Hazel E. Barnes. New York: Citadel
Press, 1968.

Martin Heidegger, Being and Time. Trans. by John Macquarrie & Edward Robinson. London :
SCM Press, 1962.

Stephen Mulhall, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Heidegger and Being and Time, London:
Routledge, 2003

John Cottingham, On the Meaning of Life, London: Routledge, 2003

Robert C. Solomon, Introducing Philosophy, New York: Oxford UP, 2005

Burton F. Porter, Philosophy Through Fiction and Film, Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 2004
Mary M. Litch, Philosophy Through Film, New York: Routledge, 2002

Cynthia A. Freeland and Thomas E. Wartenberg (eds), Philosophy and Film, London: Routledge,
1995

Stephen Mulhall, On Film, London: Routledge, 2002

John M. Cooper, [edited, with introduction and notes] ; Plato : Complete Works. Indianapolis, Ind.
: Hackett Pub., 1997.

John Armstrong, Conditions of Love. New York: Penguin Books, 2003
Alain de Botton, On Love. New York: Grove Press, 1993

Howard Kahane, Logic and contemporary rhetoric : the use of reason in everyday life. 11" Ed.
Belmont, Calif. : Wadsworth Pub., 2010.




Feedback for evaluation

1. As with all courses in general education, students evaluate the course through a survey and written comments at the
end of the term as well as via regular feedback between teacher and students.

2. Students are welcome to give feedback on the course at any time. They can do so by communication to teacher in
class, or by email.

Details of course website

We use Blackboard for this course. Relevant announcements and course materials, including lecture power points,
notes, assignments, will be posted regularly on the website.

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary guidelines
and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these policies,
regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should be asked to sign the
declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and submitted via
VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students’” uploading of the soft
copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the
assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.




