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Course Outline

Course overview

This course examines the philosophical reflection on travel in both Chinese and Western culture. It will
provide students with a good understanding of the multifaceted relationships between travel and human
existence from an interdisciplinary perspective. What make us go? How the travel or tourist experiences
have been constructed? Topics to be discussed include: different forms of travel throughout history;
mobility and the dynamics of space and time; the death of distance and the end of travel; nomad
philosophy and the meaning of travel in the post-modern world.

AR BN PSS bR A SRR RIRT TR B2 - 10 R & AJRAT 7 S T BB LRI 4E SR
BRI © ASE G SR S B R E A FIRTRRT TR R B Sy ] 2= S BB (% PR SRR
TTHYSRES I E BB A PIRITAVE S

Learning outcomes

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

(1) identify the impact of travel on individual life and the society at large;

(2) critically analyse and evaluate how travel and tourism shape the making of modern world;
(3) conceptualize various structures and forms of travel throughout history;

(4) give insights on the implication of travel and tourism for the betterment of humankind and
civilization;

(5) cultivate intellectual interests in thinking about the relationship between travel and human value.

Topics

1. Introduction
1.1 Defining “Travel” and “Tourism”
1.2 Chinese Traditional Concept of Travel
1.3 Western Tradition Concept of Travel

2. Different Forms of Travel and Mobility Throughout History
2.1 Travel as Expedition
2.2 Travel as Pilgrimage
2.3 Travel as Missionary Quest
2.4 Travel as Exile
2.5  Travel as Escape
2.6 Travel as Self-Cultivation
2.7 Travel as Expression of Freedom
2.8  Travel as Transformation of Social Being
2.9  Travel as Consumerism

3. Philosophical Issues in Travel and Tourism
3.1  Motivation: Wonder, Exotics, Pleasure, Utopia, Beauty
3.2  Strangeness and Familiarity
3.3 Nature and Landscape
3.4  Leisure and Holiday
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4. The Tourist Gaze and the Construction of Travel Experiences
4.1  The Tourist Gazer and Gazee
4.2 The Subjective and Negotiated Characteristic of A Traveler’s Experience
4.3  The Sociological Dynamics of Guest-Host Encounter

5. Mobility and the Dynamics of Space and Time
5.1  Transportation Before the Railroad: Wayfarer and Carriage
5.2 The Industrialization of Time and Space in the 19" Century: Railroad Journey
5.3  Underground and Subway Vision
5.4  Aeroplane and Spaceship

6. Travel in the Post/Transmodern World
6.1 Mass Tourism: The New Colonialism
6.2 The Death of Distance, E-Tourism and the End of Travel
6.3  Nomadology and Nomad Philosophy
6.4  Human Existence and the Meaning of Travel

Learning activities

In this course, you are expected to
o read and think about the assigned readings;

o develop the skills mentioned in the course outcomes through philosophical discussion and writing
(short essays, examination essays, and summaries of tutorial readings);

o attend all lectures/tutorials to participate in discussion.
Activities and workload:
In-class (mandatory):

1. Lecture: 2 hours each week.

2. Interactive tutorial: one 2-hour session every two weeks.

Assessment scheme

Since a major aim of this course is to develop students’ ability to interpret, analyze, and generate
philosophical arguments through discussion and writing, the assessment methods are designed to
encourage participation in tutorial and learning through argumentative writing.

Task nature Description Weight
Tutorial participation Discussion and presentation 30%
Short Report 1 1,000-1,200 words 15%
Short Report 2 1,000-1,200 words 15%
Take-home examination 3 essay type questions: 1 compulsory question and 2 selective | 40%
Remarks:

1. Tutorial participation (1 briefing + 5 normal sessions): Grading is based on presentation and
participation in discussion. Absence will damage your grades: your final score is calculated by
multiplying your original score by (1 - 0.2x), where x is the number of times of absence. Detailed
guidelines on requirements and assessment method of tutorials will be provided in the briefing
session.

2. The two short reports: Students may choose to write on any philosophical problem covered by the
course up to relevant week.




3. Take-home final examination: Questions and instructions will be given to students after the last class
session. Students will be given two weeks to submit their answers.
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Details of course website

Relevant announcements and course documents (e.g., lecture notes, reading/written assignments, tutorial
topics and schedule, take-home examination) will be posted on Blackboard.




Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(S)

Teacher WONG Kim Fan

Email: kimfan@netvigator.com

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.




