PHIL2301
His /T8 FLd #3(Wang  Yangming)
Guided Studies in Chinese/Eastern Philosophical Classics (Wang Yangming)
[ E 1H5F (Outline)

[ - Wednesday PsRirs ERB 712
10:30-13:15

PIFET
We will pay particular attention to such ideas of Wang Yangming’s as innate moral knowledge (liangzhi)
and the way to acquire it (zhi liangzhi), the unity of knowledge and action, heart-mind as the ultimate

reality (li), investigation of things and making the intention sincere among others, with an eye to their
contemporary significance.
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1. Understand the historical and cultural backgrounds of the philosophical classic selected for reading.

2. Read and interpret the text, to analyze the content, to identify philosophical issues addressed, and to
evaluate the arguments.

3. Reflect upon and critical examine the issues raised in the texts and attempt to form and defend your
own understandings of such issues
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In this course, we will take a close reading of the core writings/conversations by Wang Yangming,
particularly Instructions of Learning (chuanxilu), Inquiry on the Great Learning (daxue wen), The Final
Position of Zhu Xi in His Late Years (Zhuzi wannian dinglun), and a few selected essays and letters of
important philosophical relevance. We will pay particular attention to such ideas of Wang Yangming’s as
innate moral knowledge (liangzhi) and the way to acquire it (zhi liangzhi), the unity of knowledge and

action, heart-mind as the ultimate reality (li), investigation of things and making the intention sincere
among others, with an eye to their contemporary significance.
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1. Read all assigned readings before the class;

2. Write three reports on three weekly assigned readings and present them in relevant classes. Each
with at least five double-paced page (with normal font type and size), the report may consist of
guestions, comments, and/or summary for the reading(s) assigned for a given class;

3. Write three additional short reports on other three weekly readings. Each with at least one
double-paced page (with normal font type and size), the report may consist of questions,
comments, and/or summary for the reading(s) assigned for a given class

4. Attend the weekly class meeting from the beginning to the end and actively participate at
classroom discussion;

5. Write one research paper, 15 pages minimum (double-spaced, with normal font type and size) on
a topic discussed in the course or otherwise approved by the instructor. Students are encouraged
to meet the instructor outside the class hours to discuss the topic and plan of the writing and get
advice from the instructor; if done early enough, a rough draft may also be submitted to get the
feedback from the instructor before turning in the final paper.
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At the beginning of the semester each student will choose
three different readings to write reports on and present them at | 40
the designated classes later (five pages each)

Three long reports /
presentations

Similar to the above, but only one page each and not present in

Three short reports the class but due at the beginning of the relevant classes.

The paper should state the central question you want to deal
with clearly; provide a brief survey of existing views on the
question; explain the main problem with each of these views;
One research paper develop your own alternative view; and, finally, defend you | 40
view against objections, actual or possible. The paper can be a
further development of one of the three long reports or an
entirely new one.




. S Raise questions and/or make comments on the assigned
Actively participating at ) . , . .. | 10%
. ) readings or the instructor’s lectures during the class hour (it is
classroom discussion . . , | (5%
OK to interrupt the instructor’s lecture for that purpose);
) . . . . bonus)
active participants receive additional bonus points.
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1 Introduction
2-3 Instruction of Learning
(chuanxi lu) 1
4-5 Instruction of Learning 2
6-7 Instruction of Learning 3

8-9 Final Position of Zhu Xi
in his late years (Zhuzi
Wannian Dinglun) and
other related writings.

10-11 | Inquiry on the Great
Learning (Da Xuewen)
and other related writings

12-13 | Selected letters and essays

14 Contemporary
significance of Wang
Yangming’s Philosophy
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