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PHIL3131  
先秦道家哲學  Pre-Qin Daoist Philosophy 

 
科目提綱 

 

時間： Tuesday: 15:30-18:15 地點：MMW 705  

    

 

內容綜覽 

 

本科探究先秦道家的典籍，如《道德經》（《老子》）、《莊子》及其重要的註釋。內容還可包括：先

秦道家與其他學派的關係、先秦道家對後世道家思想的影響等。 

 

學習成果 
1. Understand the key concepts of and the philosophical issues raised by Pre-Qin Daoist philosophy. 
2. Read and interpret the texts covered in the course. 
3. Reflect the modern relevance of Pre-Qin Daoist philosophy. 
4. Be able to engage in critical discussion, to put forward and defend their own ideas concerning 

Daoist philosophy. 

 

教學專題 

In this course, after a brief introduction to the Pre-Qin Daoist philosophy, including its relation both to 
other schools of philosophy in the Pre-Qin period and the later development of neo-Daoist philosophy, 
Daoist religion, as well as Confucianism and Buddhism, we will focus on the texts of Daodejing and the 
Zhuangzi. For Daodejing, we will focus on such topics as Dao (being and nobeing), Ziran, Wuwei, 
movement of the reverse (fan), and weakness. For the Zhuangzi, we will pay attention to various issues 
raised in the seven inner chapters.  
 

教學活動 / Learning activities  

1. Read all assigned readings before the class; 
2. Prepare at least one double-spaced page (with normal font type and size) of questions, comments, 

and/or summary about at least one of the readings assigned for each class; it may analyze 
different commentators’ comments on one single passage in the Daodejing or the Zhuangzi. 

3. Attend the weekly class meeting from the beginning to the end; 
4. Actively participate at classroom discussion (special discussion session may be arranged for the 

third hour of the class meeting at the instructor’s discretion); 
5. Write one research paper, 15 pages minimum (double-spaced, with normal font type and size) on 

a topic discussed in the course or approved by the instructor. Students are encouraged to meet the 
instructor outside the class hours to discuss the topic and plan of the writing and seek advice from 
the instructor; if done early enough, a rough draft may also be submitted to get the feedback from 
the instructor before turning in the final paper. 

 

評核機制 

Task nature Description Weight 

One typed and printed-out 
page of questions / 
comments / summaries 

For 8 out of 11 class meetings (not counting the first meeting); 
to be turned in at the very beginning of each class; no later 
work or make up accepted; 

45% 

One research paper 

The paper should state the central question you want to deal 
with clearly; provide a brief survey of existing views on the 
question; explain the main problem(s) you find with each of 
these views; develop your own alternative view; and, finally, 
defend you view against objections, actual or possible. 

45% 
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Participation at the 
classroom discussion 

Raise questions and/or make comments on the assigned 
readings or the instructor’s lectures during the class hour by 
raising your hand (it is OK to interrupt the instructor’s lecture 
for that purpose); active participants receive additional bonus 
points. 

10% 
(10% 
bonus) 

 

學習資源 

Daoism in General 

陳鼓應. 1992. 老莊新論. 上海: 上海古籍出版社. 
Creel, Herlee G. 1970. What Is Taoism? Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Girardot, N. J., James Miller, and LIU Xiaogan, eds. 2001. Daoism and Ecology: Ways Within a Cosmic 

Landscape. Cambridge, MA: Center for the Study of World Religions. 
Girardot, Norman J., 1983. Myth and Meaning in Early Taoism, Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Graham, A.C., 1989. Disputers of the Tao: Philosophical Argument in Ancient China, La Salle, IL: Open 

Court. 
Hansen, Chad, 1992. A Daoist Theory of Chinese Thought, New York: Oxford University Press. 
Moeller, Hans-Georg, 2004. Daoism Explained. Chicago: Open Court. 
Sivin, Nathan, 1978. “On the Word ‘Taoist’ as a Source of Perplexity,” History of Religions, 17: 303–330. 
Slingerland, Edward, 2003. Effortless Action: Wu-wei as Conceptual Metaphor and Spiritual Ideal in Early 

China, New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Laozi 
 
Ames, Roger. 1981. “Taoism and the Androgynous Ideal.” Historical Reflections 8.3: 21-45. 
*Ames, Roger T., and David L. Hall (trans.), 2003. Daodejing—Making This Life Significant—A 

Philosophical Translation, New York: Ballantine Books. 
Baxter, William H., 1998. “Situating the Language of the Lao-tzu: The Probable Date of the Tao-te-ching,” 

in Lao-tzu and the Tao-te-ching, edited by Livia Kohn and Michael LaFargue, Albany: State University 
of New York Press, 231–253. 

Boodberg, Peter A. 1957. “Philological notes on Chapter One of the Lao Tzu.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic 
Studies 20.3-4: 598–618.  

Chan, Alan K. L., 1991. Two Visions of the Way: A Study of the Wang Pi and Ho-shang Kung Commentaries 
on the Lao-tzu, Albany: State University of New York Press. 

_____. 1998. “The Essential Meaning of the Way and Virtue: Yan Zun and ‘Laozi Learning’ in Early Han 
China,” Monumenta Serica, 46: 105–127. 

_____. 2003. “Zhong Hui's Laozi Commentary and the Debate on Capacity and Nature in Third-Century 
China,” Early China, 28: 101–159. 

*Chan, Wing-tsit, 1963. The Way of Lao Tzu, Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill. 
Chen, Ellen M., 1969. “Nothingness and the Mother Principle in Early Chinese Taoism,” International 

Philosophical Quarterly, 9(3): 391–405. 
_____. 1974. “Tao as the Great Mother and the Influence of Motherly Love in the Shaping of Chinese 

Philosophy,” History of Religions, 14(1): 51–64. 
*陳鼓應. 2002. 老子今註今譯. 台北: 商務印書館. 
陳鼓應/白奚. 2001. 老子評傳. 台北: 商務印書館 
Creel, Herlee G., 1970. What is Taoism? And Other Studies in Chinese Cultural History, Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
Csikszentmihalyi, Mark, and Philip J. Ivanhoe (eds.), 1999. Religious and Philosophical Aspects of the 

Laozi, Albany: State University of New York Press. 
Emerson, John. 1995. “A Stratification of Lao Tzu,” Journal of Chinese Religions, 23: 1–28. 
Fu, Charles Wei-hsun. 1973. “Lao-tzu’s conception of Tao.” Inquiry 16: 367–94. 
Graham, A. C. 1986. The Origins of the Legend of Lao Tan, Singapore: Institute of East Asian Philosophies. 

Reprinted in A. C. Graham, Studies in Chinese Philosophy and Philosophical Literature, Albany: State 
University of New York Press, 1990, 111–124. 

Hardy, Julia, 1998. “Influential Western Interpretations of the Tao-te-ching,” in Lao-tzu and the 
Tao-te-ching, edited by Livia Kohn and Michael LaFargue, Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 165–188. 

Henricks, Robert G. 1982. “On the Chapter Divisions in the Lao-tzu,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, 45: 501–24. 

胡道靜. 2006.十家論老. 上海:上海人民出版社. 
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Ikeda, Tomohisa, 2004. “The Evolution of the Concept of Filial Piety (xiao) in the Laozi, the Zhuangzi, and 
the Guodian Bamboo Text Yucong,” in Filial Piety in Chinese Thought and History, edited by Alan K. 
L. Chan and Sor-hoon Tan, London and New York: Routledge-Curzon, 12-28. 

*Ivanhoe, Philip J., (trans.), 2002. The Daodejing of Laozi, Indianapolis: Hackett. 
Ivanhoe, Philip. J. 2007. “The Paradox of Virtue.” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 34: 277-287.  
Knightly, Nickolas. 2013. “The Paradox of Wuwei? Yes (and No).” Asian Philosophy 23: 115-136. 
Kohn, Livia, and Michael LaFargue (eds.), 1998. Lao-tzu and the Tao-te-ching, Albany: State University of 

New York Press. 
LaFargue, Michael, 1992. The Tao of the Tao Te Ching, Albany: State University of New York Press. 
_____. 1994. Tao and Method: A Reasoned Approach to the Tao Te Ching, Albany: State University of New 

York Press. 
Lai, Karyn, 2007. “Ziran and Wuwei in the Daodejing: An Ethical Assessment,” Dao, 6: 325–337. 
_____. 2000. “Daodejing: Resources for Contemporary Feminist Thinking.” Journal of Chinese Philosophy 

27: 131-153. 
*Lau, D. C., 1963. Lao Tzu Tao Te Ching, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 
Li, Ruohui 2011. “On Laozi’s Dao—An Attempt to Make Philosophy Speak Chinese.” Frontier of 

Philosophy in China 6(1): 1–19 
Liu, Xiaogan, 1991. “Wuwei (Non-Action): From Laozi to Huainanzi,” Taoist Resources 3(1): 41–56. 
_____. 2003. “From Bamboo Slips to Received Versions: Common Features in the Transformation of the 

Laozi.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 63.2 (2003): 337–82. 
_____.  2005.《老子: 年代新考與思想新詮》. 第二版.台北:東大圖書公司. 
*_____. 2006.《老子古今》. 北京: 中國社會科學出版. 

*樓宇烈. 2011. 老子道德經註. 北京:中華書局. 

Loy, David. 1985. “Wei-Wu-Wei: Nondual Action.” Philosophy East and West 35.1 (January): 73–87. 
Lynn, Richard John (trans.), 1999. The Classic of the Way and Virtue: A New Translation of the Tao-te 

ching of Laozi as Interpreted by Wang Bi, New York: Columbia University Press. 
*Mair, Victor, 1990. Tao Te Ching: The Classic Book of Integrity and the Way, New York: Bantam Books. 
Moeller, Hans-Georg, 2006. The Philosophy of the Daodejing, New York: Columbia University Press. 
_____. trans. 2007. Daodejing (Laozi): A Complete Translation and Commentary, Chicago: Open Court. 
Nivison, Davd. 1996. “The paradox of ‘Virtue’. In B. W. Van Nordon (Ed.), The ways of confucianism: 

Investigations in Chinese philosophy. Chicago, IL: Open Court Publishing. 
*Roberts, Moss (trans.), 2001. Dao De Jing: The Book of the Way, Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Wagner, Rudolf G., 2000. The Craft of a Chinese Commentator: Wang Bi on the Laozi, Albany: State 

University of New York Press. 
_____. 2003. A Chinese Reading of the Daodejing: Wang Bi's Commentary on the Laozi with Critical Text 

and Translation, Albany: State University of New York Press. 
Waley, Arthur, 1958. The Way and Its Power: A Study of the Tao Te Ching and Its Place in Chinese Thought, 

New York: Grove Press. 
Wang, Qing-jie 王慶節. 2003.“‘It-self-so-ing’ and ‘Other-ing’ in Laozi’s Concept of Ziran.” In 

Comparative Approaches to Chinese Philosophy, ed. BO Mou, Aldershot, UK: Ashgate.  
Wohlfahrt, Günter. 2003. “Heidegger and Laozi: Wu (Nothing): On Chapter 11 of the DaoDeJing.” 

Journal of Chinese Philosophy 30.1: 39–59. 
*辛戰軍. 2010. 老子譯注.北京:中華書局. 
Xu, Judith Chuan 2003. “Poststructuralist Feminism and the Problem of Femininity in the "Daodejing.” 

Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 19: 47-64. 
熊铁基等, 1995. 《中國老學史》. 福州: 福建人民出版社. 
Yu, Anthony C., 2003. “Reading the Daodejing: Ethics and Politics of the Rhetoric,” Chinese Literature: 

Essays, Articles, Reviews (CLEAR), 25: 165–187. 
袁保新. 1991.老子哲學之詮釋與重建. 台北:文津出版社. 
*朱謙之. 1984. 老子注釋. 北京:中華書局. 
 
 
Zhuangzi 
 
Ames, Roger T. 1991. “The Mencian Concept of Ren Xing: Does it Mean Human Nature?” in Chinese Texts 

and Philosophical Contexts, ed. Henry Rosemont, Jr. LaSalle, Ill.: Open Court Press. 
Ames, Roger T. 1998, ed. Wandering at Ease in the Zhuangzi. Albany: State University of New York Press. 
Behuniak, James. 2010. “John Dewey and the Virtue of Cook Ding’s Dao.” Dao 9: 161-174. 
Blakeley, Donald N. 2008. “Hearts in Agreement: Zhuangzi on Dao Adept Friendship.” Philosophy East 

and West 58: 318-336. 
*陳鼓應. 2002. 莊子今註今譯. 台北: 商務印書館. 
Chong, Kim-chong. 2011. “The Concept of Zhen in the Zhuangzi.” Philosophy East and West 61: 324-346. 
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Cook, Scott. 2003. Hiding the World Within the World: Ten Uneven Discourses on the Zhuangzi. Albany: 
State University of New York Press.  

崔大華. 1992. 莊學研究. 北京:人民出版社.  
_____.2012. 莊子歧解. 北京:中華書局. 
Fraser, Chris. 2009. “Skepticism and Value in the Zhuāngzi.” International Philosophical Quarterly 49: 

439-457. 
Graham, Angus Charles. 1979. “How Much of Chuang Tzu Did Chuang Tzu Write?” in Studies in Early 

Chinese Thought ed. Henry Rosemont Jr. And Benjamin Schwartz. Repr. in Studies in Chinese 
Philosophy and Philosophical Literature, ed. Graham. Albany: State University of New York Press, 
1990. 

*Graham, Angus Charles. 1981. Chuang Tzu: The Inner Chapters. London: Allen and Unwin. Repr. Boston: 
Hackett, 2000. 

關峰. 1961. 莊子內七篇譯解和批判. 北京: 中華書局. 
*郭慶藩. 1978.莊子集釋. 北京: 中華書局. 
*郭象/成玄英. 2011. 莊子注疏.北京:中華書局. 
Hansen, Chad. 1983. “A Tao of Tao in Chuang Tzu. In Experimental Essays on Chuang Tzu. Ed Victor Mair. 

Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 
Hong, C. Lynne. 2013. “Clearing Up Obstructions: An Image Schema Approach to the Concept of ‘Datong’ 

大通 in Chapter 6 of the Zhuangzi.” Asian Philosophy 23: 275-290. 
Huang, Yong. 2010a.    “Respecting Different Ways of Life: A Daoist Ethics of Virtue in the 

Zhuangzi.” Journal of Asian Studies 69.4: 1049‐1070.   
Huang, Yong. 2010b. “The Ethics of Difference in the Zhuangzi.” Journal of American Academy of 

Religion 78.1: 65‐99.   
Ivanhoe, Philip J. 1993. “Zhuangzi on Skepticism, Skill, and the Ineffable Tao.” Journal of the American 

Academy of Religion 64.4: 639-54. 
Kjellberg, Paul and Philip J. Ivanhoe eds. 1996/ Essays on Skepticism, Relativism, and Ethics in the 

Zhuangzi. Albany: State University of New York Press. 
Lee, JH. 2007. “What Is It like To Be a butterfly? A philosophical interpretation of Zhuangzi's Butterfly 

Dream.” Asian Philosophy 17: 185-202. 
Levinovitz, Alan. 2012. “The Zhuangzi and You 遊: Defining an Ideal Without Contradiction.” Dao: A 

Journal of Comparative Philosophy 11: 479-496. 
Lian, XD. 2009. “Zhuangzi the Poet: Re-Reading the Peng Bird Image.” Dao: A Journal Of Comparative 

Philosophy 8: 233-254. 
Liu Xiaogan. 1994. Classifying the Zhuangzi Chapters. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Center for 

Chinese Studies. 
———. 2010. 莊子哲學及其演變. 北京:中國人民大學出版社. 
Lo, Yuet Keung. 1999. “To Use or Not to Use: The Idea of Ming in the Zhuangzi.” Monumenta Serica 47: 

149-168 
Mair, Victor. 1983. Experimental Essays on the Chuang Tzu. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 
*Mair, Victor. 1998. Wandering on the Way: Early Taoist Tales and Parables of Chuang Tzu. Honolulu: 

University of Hawaii Press. 
Ming, Thomas. 2012. “Sleeping Beauty and the Dreaming Butterfly: What Did Zhuangzi Doubt About?” 

Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy 11: 497-515. 

 Möller, Hans-Georg. 1998. “Zhuangzi's 'Dream of the Butterfly': A Daoist Interpretation.” 
Philosophy East and West: A Quarterly of Comparative Philosophy 49: 439-50 

Roth, Harold D. 1991. “Who Compiled The Chuang Tzu?.” In Chinese Texts and Philosophical Contexts, 
ed. Henry Rosemont, Jr. LaSalle, Ill.: Open Court Press. 

_____. 2000. “Bimodal Mystical Experience in the ‘Qiwu lun’ Chapter of Zhuangzi.” Journal of Chinese 
Religions, 28: 31-50. 

_____. 2002. “Graham's Scholarship on the Chuang Tzu: A Reassessment.” In A Companion to Angus C. 
Graham's Chuang Tzu: the Inner Chapters, ed. Harold D. Roth. Society for Asian and Comparative 
Philosophy Monograph. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 

王博. 2004. 莊子哲學. 北京:北京大學出版社.  
*Watson, Burton (1968), The Complete Works of Chuang Tzu. New York: Columbia University Press. 
Wu, Kuang-ming. 1982. Butterfly as Companion. Albany: State University of New York Press. 
_____. 2007. “Emperor Hundun 渾沌”: A Cultural Hermeneutic.” Dao 6: 263-279. 
Yearley, Lee. 1983. ‘The Perfected Person in the Radical Chuang Tzu,’ in Experimental Essays on the 

Chuang Tzu, ed. Victor Mair. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 
張恆壽. 1983. 莊子新探. 武漢:湖北人民出版社. 
Ziporyn, Brook. 2009. Zhuangzi: The Essential Writings with Selections from Traditional Commentaries. 

Indianapolis: Hackett Pub. Co. 
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钟泰. 2008. 莊子發微. 上海:上海古籍出版社 

 

課程安排 

週數 專題 指定閱讀材料 導修 備註 

1 Introduction to the course 
/ What Is Daoism 

   

2-3 Laozi and Daodejing (1): 
Dao, Being, and 
Nothingness 

1, 4, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21, 23, 
24, 25, 30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37, 38, 
40, 41, 42, 46, 47, 48, 51, 53, 55, 
59, 60, 62, 65, 67, 73, 77, 79, 81

Boodberg 1957; Chan 1998; Fu 
1973; Li 2011; 劉笑敢 2005: 
第六章; Wohlfahrt 2003; 
Moeller 2006: chapter 3 

  

4 Laozi and Daodejing (2): 
Dao as Ziran and Wuwei 

Ziran: 17, 23, 25, 51, 64 

Wuwei: 2, 3, 10, 37, 38, 43, 48, 
63, 64 

Ivanhoe 2007, Knightly; Lai 
2007; Nivison 1996, Wang 
2003;. 劉笑敢 2005: 第三,四
章; Loy 1985 

  

5 Laozi and Daodejing (3):  

Dao as Movement of the 
Opposites 

2, 3, 13, 14, 16, 20, 22, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 36, 39, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 48, 52, 58, 63, 67, 69, 
76, 77, 78 

劉笑敢 2005: 第五章; Moeller 
2006: chapter 7; 陳鼓應/白奚 
2001:第七章  

  

6 Laozi and Daodejing (4): 
Weakness as the Function 
of Dao 

2; 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 16, 26, 32, 34, 36, 
37, 41, 43, 45, 49; 57, 60, 76, 78, 
81  

Ames 1981, Chen 1969, Moller 
2006: chapter 2; Lai 2000, Xu 
2003 

  

7 Zhuangzi (1):  Chapter 1 

崔大華 2012 (相應章); 
Levinovitz  2012; Lian 2009; 
王博 2004: 第七章; Wu 1982: 
chapter 2; 钟泰. 2008 (相應章) 

  

8-9 Zhuangzi (2):  Chapter 2  

崔大華 2012 (相應章); Fraser 
2009; Huang 2010; Huang 2011; 
Selected essays in Kjellberg / 
Ivanhoe 1996; Lee 2007; Lo 
1999; Ming 2012; Moeller 1998; 
王博 2004: 第 5 章; Wu 1982: 
chapter 3; 钟泰. 2008 (相應章) 

  

10 Zhuangzi (3):  Chapter 3 and 5 

Behuniak 2010; 崔大華 2012 
(相應章); 王博 2004: 第三,四
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章; Wu 1982: chapter 4; 钟泰. 
2008 (相應章) 

11 Zhuangzi (4) Chapter 4 

崔大華 2012 (相應章); 王博 
2004: 第二章; 钟泰. 2008 (相
應章) 

  

12 Zhuangzi (5) Chapter 6 and 7 

Blakeley 2008; Chong 2011; 
Yearley in Mair 1983 (ed.); 
Coyle in Ames 1998 (ed.);  崔

大華2012 (相應章); Hong 2013; 
王博 2004: 第六, 八章; Wu 
2007; Yang Rur-bing in Cook 
2003 (88-127); 钟泰. 2008 (相
應章) 

  

     

     

     

     

老師 

老師   

姓名 黃勇 

辦公室地址 馮景禧樓 421 室 

電話 3943 9678 

電郵 yonghuang@cuhk.edu.hk 

Academic honesty and plagiarism  

 
請 注 意 大 學 有 關 學 術 著 作 誠 信 的 政 策 和 規 則，及 適 用 於 犯 規 事

例 的 紀 律 指 引 和 程 序 。 詳 情 可 瀏 覽 網 址 ：

<http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/> 。 學 生 遞 交

作 業 時，必 須 連 同 已 簽 署 的 聲 明 一 併 提 交，表 示 他 們 知 道 有 關

政 策、規 則、指 引 及 程 序。如 屬 小 組 作 業，則 組 內 各 學 生 均 須

簽 署 聲 明。如 作 業 以 電 腦 製 作、內 容 以 文 字 為 主，並 經 由 大 學

的 抄 襲 偵 測 系 統 「 維 誠 」（ VeriGuide） 提 交 者 ， 學 生 將 作 業 的

電 子 檔 案 上 載 到 系 統 後，便 會 獲 得 收 據，收 據 上 已 列 明 有 關 聲

明。未 有 夾 附 該 收 據 的 作 業，老 師 將 不 予 批 閱。學 生 只 須 提 交

作 業 的 最 終 版 本 。  
 

 


