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Chinese Culture and Its Philosophies
Instructor: Dr. WANG Xiaohong (lianwxh@gmail.com)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the philosophical thought of Confucianism, Daoism and
Buddhism and thus provides students an access to the roots of Chinese culture. It
covers a wide range of topics and explores Chinese culture in a comparative approach.
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to illustrate how Chinese thought can
be brought to bear on analyzing some of the cultural and ethical issues in the contemporary

world.

REQUIREMENTS

» Class participation and online discussions (15%)
» Two in-class quizzes (40%)

» Term paper (45%)

COURSE OUTLINE
1. Introduction: What is Chinese Philosophy
1.1 Historical and cultural background of Chinese thought
1.2 Characteristics of Chinese way of thinking
1.3 Intellectual lineage and the preservation of philosophical ideas
2 Confucianism
2.1 Heaven, earth and human
2.2 Moral cultivation and moral ideal
2.3 Political ideal: From self to state
3 Daoism
3.1 Daoist cosmology
3.2 Ziran (A 4R) and wu-wei (1 %)
3.3 Daoism and the spirit of Chinese arts
4. Buddhism
4.1 Basic principles of Buddhist thinking
4.2 Buddhist practices in daily life
5. Chinese philosophy and contemporary cultural issues
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* The teaching materials including lecture notes and PowerPoints are available at
https://moodle.cuhk.edu.hk/login/index.php.




