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PHIL 5360  Seminar on Continental European Philosophy: 
Phenomenology of Perception: From Husserl to Merleau-Ponty 

歐陸哲學專題研討：知覺現象學──從胡塞爾到梅洛龐蒂 

 
Prof. LAU Kwok-ying 劉國英教授 kylau@cuhk.edu.hk KHB 427 Ext 37140 
 

Tutorial and discussion: 30%; Short essays: 20%; Final essay: 50% (MA) 
Tutorial and discussion: 40%; Essay: 60% (full-time students) 

 
A. Objective  
This seminar proposes an overview of the development of phenomenology from 
Husserl (1859-1938) to Merleau-Ponty (1908-1961) under the guidance of the theme 
of phenomenology of perception. The continuity and divergence in the two 
phenomenologists’ understanding of the Idea of phenomenology, phenomenological 
reduction, intentionality, the body and the world will be studied. Discussions and 
analyses will be conducted in close connection with the texts of Husserl and 
Merleau-Ponty. While English translations will basically be used, German and French 
originals and existing Chinese translations will be consulted. 
 
B. Outline of topics  
1. Introduction. Husserl and the phenomenological movement 
Reading: J.N. Mohanty, “The Development of Husserl’s Thought”, in The Cambridge 
Companion to Husserl, ed. Smith, B. & Smith, D. W. (Cambridge & New York: The 
Cambridge University Press, 1995), pp. 45-77. 
 
2. Husserl’s Idea of phenomenological philosophy as a rigorous science  
Reading: “Philosophy as Rigorous Science”, in E. Husserl, Phenomenology and the 
Crisis of Philosophy, Eng. trans. Q. Lauer, 1965, pp. 71-147. 
 
3. The phenomenological break-through in the Logical Investigations  
Reading: “Task and significance of the Logical Investigations”, in E. Husserl, 
Phenomenological Psychology, Eng. trans. J. Scanlon, pp. 1977, pp. 14-33. 
 
4. Defining the phenomenological attitude 
a. Phenomenology as eidetic science 
b. Phenomenological reduction as the gateway to the study of consciousness  
Readings: 
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a. “Naturalistic Misinterpretations”, in E. Husserl, Ideas I, §§ 18-26, Eng. Trans. F. 
Kersten, pp. 33-48. 

b. “The Natural Attitude and its Exclusion”, in E. Husserl, Ideas I, §§ 27-32, Eng. 
Trans. F. Kersten, pp. 51-62; also in EH, pp. 60-65.  

c. “Consciousness as Transcendental”, in E. Husserl, Ideas I, §§ 33-36 and 41-46, Eng. 
Trans. F. Kersten, pp. 63-75, 86-104; also in EH, pp. 66-79. 

d. “The Region of Pure Consciousness”, in E. Husserl, Ideas I, §§ 47-50 and 55, Eng. 
Trans. F. Kersten, pp. 105-113, 128-130; also in EH, pp. 79-85. 

 
5. The intentional structure of consciousness 
Readings: “The Noetic and Noematic Structure of Consciousness”, in E. Husserl, 

Ideas I, §§ 87-90 and 93-95, Eng. Trans. F. Kersten, pp. 211-221, 226-233; also in 
EH, pp. 86-96. 

 
6. The body as subject of perception and movement 
Readings: 
a. “Objective Reality, Spatial Orientation, and the Body”, in E. Husserl, Ideas II, §§ 

18a-b and 18e-h, Eng. Trans. R. Rojcewicz and A. Schuwer, pp. 60-70, 82-95; also 
in EH, pp. 163-175. 

b. “The Self-Constitution of the Body”, in E. Husserl, Ideas II, §§ 35-42, pp.151-169; 
also in EH, pp. 175-185. 

 
7. Merleau-Ponty: a different practice of phenomenology 
Readings: “The Primacy of Perception and Its Philosophical Consequences” 
 
8. Merleau-Ponty: corporeal intentionality and body-schema 
Readings: a. “The Spatiality of One’s Own Body and Motility”, Pt I, Ch. 3, 

Phenomenology of Perception, pp. 98-147. 
   b. “The Synthesis of One’s own Body”, Pt I, Ch. 4, Phenomenology of 

Perception, pp. 148-153. 
 
9. Merleau-Ponty: existential dimensions of the body 
Readings: a. “The Body in its Sexual Being”, Pt I, Ch. 5, Phenomenology of 

Perception, pp. 154-173 
   b. “The Body as Expression and Speech”, Pt I, Ch. 6, Phenomenology of 

Perception, pp. 174-199. 
 
10. Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of art 
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Reading: “Cézanne’s doubt”, in The Merleau-Ponty Aesthetics Reader, ed. G. A. 
Johnson (Evanston, Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 1993), pp. 59-75. 

 
C. Main Texts of Husserl used 
1. Phenomenology and the Crisis of Philosophy, Eng. trans. Q. Lauer (New York: 

Harper & Row, 1965). 
2. Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological Philosophy, 

First Book: General Introduction to a Pure Phenomenology, Eng. trans. Fred 
Kersten, The Hague / Boston / London: M. Nijhoff, 1982; = Ideas I. 

3. Ideas Pertaining to a Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological Philosophy, 
Second Book: Studies in the Phenomenology of Constitution, Eng. trans. R. 
Rojcewicz and A. Schuwer, Dordrecht / Boston / London: Kluwer Academic 
Publishers, 1989 ; = Ideas II. 

4. Phenomenological Psychology: Lectures, Summer Semester, 1925, Eng. trans. J. 
Scanlon (The Hague : M. Nijhoff), 1977 

5. The Essential Husserl: Basic Writings in Transcendental Phenomenology, ed. Don 
Welton (Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999); = EH. 

 
D. Main Texts of Merleau-Ponty used 
1. The Primacy of Perception and other essays on Phenomenological Psychology, 

the Philosophy of Art, History and Politics, ed. & introd. James M. Edie 
(Evanston: Northwestern University Pr., 1964) 

2. The Phenomenology of Perception, Eng. trans. C. Smith (London: Routledge, 
1962). 

3. The Merleau-Ponty Aesthetics Reader, ed. G. A. Johnson (Evanston, Illinois: 
Northwestern University Press, 1993). 

 
E. Useful Commentaries on Husserl’s Phenomenology 
a. Introductory Commentaries 
1. Zahavi, Dan. Husserl’s Phenomenology (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003). 
 
b. Advanced Commentaries 
2. Bell, D. Husserl (London & New York: Routledge, 1990).  
3. Bernet, Rudolf. La vie du sujet. Recherches sur l’interpretation de Husserl dans la 

phénoménologie (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1994). 
4. Bernet, Rudolf. Conscience et existence. Perspectives phénoménologiques (Paris: Presses 

Universitaires de France, 2004). 
5. Bernet, R., Kern, I. & Marbach, E. An Introduction to Husserlian Phenomenology 
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(Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1993).  
6. Crowell, Steven G. Husserl, Heidegger, and the Space of Meaning. Paths toward 

Transcendental Phenomenology (Evanston, Ill.: Northwestern University Press, 2001). 
7. Derrida, Jacques. The Problem of Genesis in Husserl's Philosophy, Eng. trans. Marian 

Hobson (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003). 
8. Elliston, F. & McCormick, P. (ed.), Husserl: Expositions & Appraisals (Notre Dame: 

University of Notre Dame Press, 1977). 
9. Elveton, R. O. (ed.) The Phenomenology of Husserl. Selected Critical Readings (Chicago: 

Quadrangle Books, 1970). 
10. Embree, L. etc. (eds.) Encyclopedia of Phenomenology (Dordrecht/Boston/London: 

Kluwer Academic Publisher, 1997). 
11. Hopkins, Burt C. (ed.) Husserl in Contemporary Context (Dordrecht / Boston / London: 

Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1997). 
12. Kockelmans, J. J. A First Introduction to Husserl‘s Phenomenology (Pittsburgh: 

Duquesne University Press, 1967). 
13. Lavigne, J.-F. Husserl et la naissance de la phénoménologie (1900-1913) (Paris : Presses 

Universitaires de France, 2005). 
14. Lavigne, J.-F. Accéder au transcendental ? Réduction et Idéalisme transcendental dans 

les Idées I de Husserl (Paris : J. Vrin, 2009). 
15. Levinas, E. The Theory of Intuition in Husserl's Phenomenology, Eng. trans. André 

Orianne (Evanston, Ill. : Northwestern University Press, 2nd ed. 1995). 
16. Levinas, E. Discovering Existence with Husserl, Eng. trans. R. A. Cohen & M. B. Smith 

(Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1998). 
17. Lyotard, J.-F. Phenomenology, Eng. trans. Brian Beakley (Albany: State University of 

New York Press, 1991).  
18. Mckenna, W., Harlan, R. M. and Winters, L. E. (eds.) A Priori and World: European 

Contributions to Husserlian Phenomenology (The Hague / Boston / London: M. Nijhoff, 
1981). 

19. Mohanty, J. N. & McKenna, W. R. (ed.) Husserl’s Phenomenology: A Textbook (Lanham 
& London: University Press of America, 1989). 

20. Moran, Dermot. Introduction to Phenomenology (London & New York: Routledge, 
2000, Ch. 2-5), pp. 60-191；《現象學導論》，德穆·莫倫著，蔡錚雲譯（台北：桂冠，

2005）。 
21. Moran, Dermot and Embree, Lester E. (ed.) Phenomenology: Critical Concepts in 

Philosophy, 5 Vols (London ; New York : Routledge, 2004). 
22. Natanson, M. Edmund Husserl: Philosopher of Infinite Tasks (Evanston: Northwestern 

University Press, 1973). 
23. Ricoeur, P. Husserl: An Analysis of his Phenomenology, Eng. trans. L. Embree (Evanston: 



Department of Philosophy, CUHK, 2nd Term, 2012-13- 5

Northwestern University Press, 1967). 
24. Smith, B. & Smith, D. W. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Husserl (Cambridge & 

New York: The Cambridge University Press, 1995). 
25. Smith, D. W. Husserl (London & New York: Routledge, 2007). 
26. Spielgelberg, H. The Phenomenological Movement: An Historical Introduction (The 

Hague: M. Nijhoff, 3rd ed., 1982)；《現象學運動》，赫伯特·施皮格伯格著，王炳文、張

金言譯（北京：商務，1995）。 
27. Welton, Don. The Other Husserl: the Horizons of Transcendental Phenomenology 

(Bloomington, Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2000). 
28. Welton, Donn (ed.) The New Husserl. A Critical Reader (Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 2003). 
29. 倪梁康：《胡塞爾現象學概念通釋》（北京：三聯，1999） 
30. 倪梁康：《現象學及其效應：胡塞爾與當代德國哲學》（北京：三聯，1994） 
31. 倪梁康：《現象學的始基──對胡塞爾<邏輯研究>的理解與思考》（廣州：廣東人

民出版社，2004） 
32. 汪文聖：《胡塞爾與海德格》（台北：遠流，1995） 
33. 汪文聖：《現象學與科學哲學》（台北：五南，2001） 
34. 張燦輝：《海德格與胡塞爾現象學》（台北：東大，1996） 
35. 蔡錚雲：《從現象學到後現代》（台北：五南，2001）。 
36. 黑爾德：《世界現象學》，孫周興編，倪梁康等譯（上海：三聯，2003）。 
37. 關子尹：＜胡塞爾的「世界界域」理論──從現象學觀點看世界＞，收《從哲學的

觀點看》（台北：東大，1994），頁 129-155。 
38. 劉國英：＜現象學與形上學──從狄里達對「現⁄在的形上學」之斷症看現象學與

形上學之分際＞，《鵝湖學誌》，台北，第三期，1989，頁 91-111。 
39. 劉國英：＜現象學還原與海德格的現象學概念＞，《鵝湖月刊》，台北，1989 年 4

月，頁 41-50。 
40. 劉國英：＜福柯與胡塞爾的《邏輯研究》：意想不到的法國聯繫＞，刊《現象學

在中國：胡塞爾《邏輯研究》發表一百周年國際會議--中國現象學與哲學評論特輯》

（上海：上海譯文出版社，2003），頁 61-83。LAU Kwok-ying, “Foucault and Husserl’s 
Logical Investigations—the unsuspected French Connection”, in Husserl’s Logical 
Investigations in the New Century: Western and Chinese Perspectives (Series: 
“Contributions to Phenomenology”), ed. Kwok-ying Lau & John J. Drummond 
(Dordrecht: Springer, 2007), pp. 153-168. 

41. 劉國英：＜胡塞爾論佛教＞，《現象學與人文科學》，第 3 期，＜現象學與佛家哲

學專輯＞，2006，頁 9-26。 
42. 劉國英：＜直觀自然的遺忘：胡塞爾對現代科學的解構＞，《中央大學人文學

報》， 第 38 卷(2009)，頁 1-36。  
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F. Useful Commentaries on Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology 
1. Moran, D. “Ch. 12: Maurice Maurice Merleau-Ponty: the phenomenology of perception”, 

in Introduction to Phenomenology (London and New York: Routledge, 2000), pp. 
391-434. 

2. Gutting, G. “Ch. 7: Merleau-Ponty”, in French Philosophy in the Twentieth Century, pp. 
181-212. 

3. Matthews, Eric. “Ch. 5: Phenomenology and Existentialism: 2. Merleau-Ponty”, in 
Twentieth-Century French philosophy, pp. 85-107. 

4. Spiegelberg, H. “The Phenomenological Philosophy of Maurice Merleau-Ponty 
(1908-1961)”, in The Phenomenological Movement, 3rd ed., 1980, Part 3, Chap. XI, pp. 
537-584；中譯本：《現象學運動》，第十一章，頁 738-799。 

7. Matthews, Eric. Merleau-Ponty: A Guide for the Perplexed (London & New York: 
Continuum, 2006). 

8. Matthews, Eric. The Philosophy of Merleau-Ponty (Montreal & Kingston: 
McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002). 

9. Carman, Talyor. Merleau-Ponty (London and New York: Routledge, 2008). 
10. Priest, Stephen. Merleau-Ponty (London and New York: Routledge, 1998). 
11. Langer, Monika. Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of Perception: A Guide and 

Commentary (Basingstoke: MacMillan Pr., 1989). 
12. Romdenh-Romluc, K. Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Merleau-Ponty and 

Phenomenology of Perception (London and New York: Routledge, 2011). 
13. Dillon, M. C. Merleau-Ponty’s Ontology (Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana 

University Pr., 1988). 
14. Madison, G. B. The Phenomenology of Merleau-Ponty: A Search for the Limits of 

Consciousness (Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Pr., 1981). 
15. Zaner, R. M. The Problem of Embodiment. Some Contributions to a Phenomenology of 

the Body (The Hague: M. Nijhoff, 1964, Part III). 
16. Diprose, R. & Reynolds, J. (eds.) Merleau-Ponty: Key Concepts (Stocksfield: Acumen, 

2008). 
17. Carman, T & Hansen, M. B. N. (eds.) The Cambridge Companion to Merleau-Ponty 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005). 
18. 楊大春：《梅洛龐蒂》(台北：生智，2003)。 

19. 劉國英：＜梅洛龐蒂的現象學方法＞，《中大人文學報》，第一卷，1997，頁 240-251。 

20. 劉國英：＜「人是政治動物」——從現象學觀點理解亞里士多德的「人禽之辨」

＞，刊《天人之際與人禽之辨──比較與多元的觀點》，劉述先、鄭宗義、馮耀明、

陳榮開編，香港：《新亞學術集刊》，17 期，2001，頁 251-270。 
21. LAU Kwok-ying, “Intersubjectivity and Phenomenology of the Other: Merleau-Ponty’s 

Contribution”, in Space, Time, Culture, ed. D. Carr and CHEUNG Chan-Fai, 
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(Dordrecht/Boston/London: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2004), pp. 135-158. 
22. 劉國英：＜視見之瘋狂──梅洛龐蒂哲學中畫家作為現象學家＞，刊《視覺的思

想：現象學與藝術國際學術研討會論文集》， 孫周興、高士明編（杭州：中國美

術學院出版社，2003），頁 26-40 ; Kwok-ying LAU, “La folie de la vision : le peintre 
comme phénoménologue chez Merleau-Ponty”, Chiasmi International. Trilingual 
Studies Concerning Merleau-Ponty’s Thought, New Series No. 10, 2008 (Milano: 
Mimesis Edizioni), pp. 163-182 ; “The Madness of Seeing: the Painter as 
Phenomenologist in Merleau-Ponty” 。 

23. 劉國英：＜梅洛龐蒂的肉身主體現象學及其哲學意涵＞，刊《修遠之路──香港

中文大學哲學系六十周年系慶論文集·同寅卷》，劉國英、張燦輝編（香港：中文大

學出版社，2009），頁 491-532。 
24. Kwok-ying LAU, “La chair: de l’usage ontologique à l’usage interculturel”, paper 

presented to the International Conference “Être à la vérité – M. Merleau-Ponty 
1908-2008” held at the Department of Philosphy, University of Basel, 11-15 March 
2008, in Basel, 13 pages; 劉國英：＜肌膚存在──從存在論層面到跨文化層面的運

用＞，發表於「從現象學到人文科學──梅洛龐蒂誕生一百週年學術研討會」，香

港中文大學鄭承隆基金亞洲現象學中心主辦，2008 年 3 月 28-29 日，15 頁；

Kwok-ying LAU, “The Flesh: From Ontological Employment to Intercultural 
Employment”, paper presented to “Border-Crossing: the 4th International Conference of 
P.E.A.CE (Phenomenology for East-Asian CirclE)” organized by Institute of Philosophy, 
National Sun Yat-sen University, 9-13 Dec 2010, Kaohsiung, 19 pages. 

25. Kwok-ying LAU, “Who is the Philosopher whose Shadow Merleau-Ponty is 
Facing?—“The Philosopher and His Shadow” (Re-)Revisited”, paper presented to OPO 
III, World Conference on Phenomenology held 15-20 December 2008, at The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, 19 pages. 

26. Kwok-ying LAU, “Lévi-Strauss and Merleau-Ponty: from Nature-Culture 
Distinction to Savage Spirit and their Intercultural Implications”, paper presented to 
Nature, Freedom and History – Merleau-Ponty after 50 Years, Inaugural Conference 
of The Irish Phenomenological Circle, At University College, Dublin, 22-24 June 
2011, 19 pages. 

27. LAU Kwok-ying, “Merleau-Ponty’s Contribution Towards a Philosophy of Nature”, 
paper presented to the “Second Symposium On Field-Being and The 
Non-Substantialistic Turn” organized by The International Institute for Field-Being, 
Fairfield University, U.S.A., August 4-9, 1998 at Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 


