Special Topics : Philosophy Readings PHIL4423
Argumentation and Meaning in Early Chinese Philosophy

Instructor: Wim De Reu (% 5¢)
Time: W 2-4 Room: UCA 103
=4 E\ﬂj“ﬁ'gﬂ : Th 10:30-12:15

Course description

This course introduces and evaluates cutting-edge Western research on literary forms
of argumentation and the construction of meaning in early Chinese philosophy. We
will focus on metaphor and on a variety of structural patterns by which philosophical

meaning is conveyed.

Objectives

By taking this course, students will 1. attain a better understanding of how research on
literary forms of argument is valuable for philosophical interpretation; 2. become
familiar with the latest developments in research on metaphor and structure in early
Chinese philosophy; 3. be able to incorporate this research approach in their own
writings.

Requirements
Students are required to read the assigned material before class, to take turns in
presentation, to hand in and discuss a preliminary report (1-2 pages) on their term

paper, and to write a term paper.
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Grading

T 40% Between 6000-7000 Chinese characters, or between 4000-
erm paper 0

5000 English words

Preliminar

Y 10% To be handed in by week 9, discussion during week 10
report
Class . ) . .

25% Students take turn in introducing the reading materials
Reports
Clas
. : 25%

Discussion
Outline
Week 1 09/07 Introduction
Week 2 09/14 Wagner 2000:53-113
Week 3 09/21 Meyer 2005, 2005/2006



Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13

09/28
10/05
10/12
10/19
10/26
11/02
11/09
11/16
11/23
11/30

Meyer 2008

(Chung Yeung Festival)

LaFargue 1998 (LaFargue 1994 as background)
De Reu 2006

De Reu 2012

Slingerland 2004; Cline 2008

Preliminary reports

De Reu 2010; Vankeerberghen 2005-2006
Slingerland 2008, 151-218

Review



