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Course Outline

Course overview

What is reality? How do we know? How shall we exist? This course intends to explore the rich sources of
Indian Buddhist philosophical traditions. Topics include rebirth, karma, emptiness, theories of mind,
language and perception. Attention will be given to their relevance to contemporary discussions in
Western philosophy. Readings include basic works of Abhidharma, Madhyamaka, Yogacara and
Pramanavada.
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This course requires no prior knowledge in Buddhist philosophy.

Learning outcomes

1. Discuss the nature and characteristics of philosophical thinking and problems in Indian Buddhism.

2. Grasp the fundamental issues in Indian Buddhist philosophies, including their metaphysics,
epistemology, ethics and soteriology.

3. Critically discuss and further explore these issues.

4. Demonstrate skills in reading, analyzing, and interpreting philosophical texts in the Indain Buddhist
tradition.

5.  Appreciate how the Buddhist approach can make a distinctive contribution to contemporary
approaches to philosophy in the Western tradition.

Topics

Unit One. Introduction and Philosophy of Religion

1. Introduction; Basics of Buddhist Doctrine
2. Buddhist Philosophical Schools

3. Rebirth

4. Karma and Personal Identity

Unit Two. Metaphysical Disputes

5. Time

6. Emptiness and the two truths
7. Store-consciousness

8. Disputes on mind-only

Unit Three. Epistemological Issues

9. Perception

10. Self-awareness

11. Theory of language
12. Non-cognition

13. Philosophy of logic



Learning activities
Class activites and workload
1. Lecture: 2-2.5 hours each week
2. Interactive tutorial: 0.5-1 hour session every week.
Out-of-class activites and workload
1. Reading required and suggested reading: 4-5 hours each week.
2. Reading tutorial materials and presentation: 2 hours each week.

3. An average of 2-3 hour each week on preparing and writing essay assignments and research
paper.

Assessment Scheme

Task nature Description Weight
Class Performance and Discussion and presentation 20.00%
Presentation

A mid-term paper based on your 2000-3000 words 35.00 %
presentation

A Final Research Paper 4000-5000 words 45.00%

Recommended learning resources

Tutorial materials include (to be distributed in class):

1)  Chapter 1 of Kathavatthu 5=, dispute on personal identity between Theravada and Pudgalavadins
(English+Chinese)

2) Selection of (KHt%Ez®) dispute on time (Chinese)

3) Selection of #Ef (i) on emptiness (Chinese+English)

4)  Selection of #E CKIFE G MmfERmY (FEH T M) |, dispute on three natures between
Yogacara and Madhyamaka (Chinese+English)

5)  Selection of chapter 5 of Bhaviveka’s Madhyamakahrdaya #&i.0>##, dispute on mind-only
between Madhyamaka and Yogacara (English)

6) Selection of Dignaga’s Pramanasamuccaya £ & on perception (English+Chinese)
7)  Selection of chapter 14 of Santaraksita’s Tattvasamgraha B8 %4 (with commentary of

Kamalasila), dispute on negative knowledge between the Buddhists and Kumairila, a
Mimamsaka (English)

* A list of required and further reading for each topic are given in the relevant lecture notes (downloadable
from Moodle).
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Feedback evaluation

--Students are welcome to give feedback to the course at any time. They can do so by communication to

teacher or tutor via email, posting comments and questions to Moodle, meeting with them.

--As with all courses in Philosophy Department, students evaluate the course through a survey and written

comments at the end of the term.
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Topics

Presentations

Remarks

Introduction; Basics of Buddhist Doctrine

Buddhist Philosophical Schools

Rebirth

Karma and Personal Identity

#1

Time

Emptiness and the Two Truths

#2

Store-consciousness

R[QA[N [N B[N [—

Disputes on Mind-only

#3

9 Perception

10 Self-awareness

#4

11 Theory of Language

12 Non-cognition

#5

13 Philosophy of Logic

Details of course website

We use Moodle for this course. Lecture notes and other relevant information will be posted regularly on

the website.

Contact details for teacher(s) or TA(s)

Professor

Name: YAO Zhihua
Office Location: Room 438 FKH
Telephone: 2609 7431

Email: zyao@cuhk.edu.hk

Teaching Assistant/Tutor:

Name:




Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/ .

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.



