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Guided Studies in Western Philosophical Classics: Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy

1. E[F']*|A Course description
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This course aims at guiding students through the detailed study of Descartes’ Meditations on First Jhirosophy.
Special attention will be paid to the difficulties encountered by students in the understanding and interpretation of the
text. All students are required to read the assigned text before the class, and participate actively in class discussion.
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Modern philosophy: Descartes, doubt, cogito, mind, body.

3. S ML Learning outcomes
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Through class presentation and discussions, students will be expected to understand the main ideas and concepts of
Meditations on First Philosophy. In their term papers, students should demonstrate the ability to analyse a
philosophical problem and to defend their own thesis critically.

4. 7541 Assessment scheme
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5. S 37Wfi Learning resources

Cottingham, John G. (ed.)
1992 The Cambridge Companion to Descartes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Descartes, René
1985 Philosophical Writings of Descartes. Vols. | and Il. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
1996 Meditations on First Philosophy: with Selections from the Objections and Replies. Trans. John Cottingham.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.*

Husserl, Edmund
1966 Cartesian Meditations: an Introduction to Phenomenology. The Hague: M. Nijhoff.

Williams, Bernard
1978 Descartes: The Project of Pure Inquiry. London: Penguin.

* ?ﬁ 33 Required reading

6. F[|=rkl Teacher’s contact details

i f[| Teacher: 9=r*ix CHEUNG Ching-yuen BE 3 Office: TCW 218
?Ef*,é[i Email: cycheung@cuhk.edu.hk F%”;‘F'[ Telephone: 2696 1519

?ﬁﬂj—i”r? E-learning: http://moodle.cuhk.edu.hk/
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