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Abstract: This paper takes the diaries of Tang Junyi as a starting-point for
reflections on the plural modernities of globalisation, exploring the development of

modern Confucian humanism with the continuous Nexus of Sacred Lives from TANG
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Junyi to TU Weiming and beyond. The Confucian tradition, we argue, has emerged
intact from the multiple mishaps and tragedies of 30-century Chinese history, and self-
planted by Confucian scholars beyond the Chinese Mainland. The awareness of
Confucian religiosity is being enlightened and arising owning to the western impact but
Confucian School still maintains the traditional moral awareness after the
transformation from the historical Deep Concern Spirit to Tragedy Spirit rooted from
“anthropocosmic” Humanity(ren). TU Weiming’s ‘spiritual humanism’ is a Confucian
attempt to found a new axial civilisation for humanity as a whole, and can be understood

as the significant Baton of the Third Great Wave in the history of Confucian thought.
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