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Explaining the Laozz in Terms of Cross-Domain Mapping

Wim De Reu 4% % % | Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University

This paper is a first attempt to account
for the presence in the Laozi of sayings
belonging to cosmology, nature and politics.
Drawing inspiration from the notion of
cross-domain mapping in contemporary
metaphor theory, I put forward two closely
related claims. First, the Laoz/ merges
different fields of meaning, thereby blurring

the differences between them. Second, while
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there is no strict division between these fields,
we do find a parallel distinction within each
of them. This way of interpreting the Laogi
reveals the cosmological understanding of
politics as well as the political transformation
of cosmology. I start by presenting three
models of interpretation, and then illustrate
the model on cross-domain mapping by what

the Laoz/ has to say about language.
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