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Wuging % & or Changknang Ja 3£ ?

Two Ethical Perspectives on the Emotions in the Zhuangzi

[ 44 Alan K. L. Chan | Department of Philosophy, National University of Singapore

The Zbuangzi may be described as a the text—i.e., the “inner,” “outer,” and
hermeneutical arena, in the sense that a “miscellaneous” chapters—emotions such
number of interpretive voices can be seen as pleasure and anger are said to constitute
to be at work in the text, addressing key an ethical burden. The Daoist sage, it would
philosophical issues in different ways. Perhaps appear, must then be “without emotions”
one could even speak of a hermencutical (wuging). Empty of desire, the heart-mind (xzz)
process, assuming that there were certain of the sage may be likened to “dead ashes,”

which leaves no room for pleasure and
anger, or sorrow and joy. Yet, in some places,
the Zhuangzi also seems to suggest that
affectivity is part and parcel of human nature.
Stemming from the order of Dao, natural
emotions seem to have a positive role to
play in the ethical life. Although the Zbuangzi
may agree that desire poses a serious ethical

core problems and ideas, which attracted
multiple treatments as the Zhuangzi tradition
developed. There may be ovetlaps or editorial
intervention in the material that eventually
formed the Zhuangzi text, which give a sense
of philosophical unity; nevertheless, distinct
positions on some issues can still be detected.

In this discussion, I propose to focus problem, it seems to offer two conceptually
on the treatments of the emotions in the distinct lines of argument, which attest to its
Zhuangzi. 1n all three main sections of hermeneutical vibrancy.
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In Defense of Method
Hermeneutics and the Study of Early Daoist Thought

Edward Slingerland Zx A7) | Asian Studies Department, University of British Columbia

Until the revolution in method
represented by the kaozheng % & movement
in the Qing dynasty, traditional Chinese
hermeneutical approaches were unabashedly
appropriative: that is, they looked at classics
such as the Daodejing as expressions of
universal, sage-inspired truths rather than
documents produced in a particular historical
period. Since the goal of interpretation
was to understand how to appropriate the
truths of the classics for use in one’s own

life, historical or linguistic accuracy was not

EEREREHERZA > FEER
aBRETHRNREHZUNEE (F
W (EEE) ) REAZT  —TEH
HEAZEREE  TWEE—F L
ZEY - ZBEEZEWN  EHT WM
EETEETEFETES > HRRE
MEELERBBRELZMEREET X
FrEBEEM - EHEMRBEREEENR

14

a primary concern. Although this attitude
began to change in the Qing with the turn
toward empirical method, more recent
trends in hermeneutic theory have called into
question the very notion of the empirical,
and therefore the importance of “method”
(Methode) in humanistic inquiry. In this talk I
would like, at a general level, to defend the
value of empirical evidence in human inquiry,
and more specifically to stress the importance
of historical method in the study of early

Chinese thought.
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