Zhu Xi and the Lunyu yishu
(abstract)
The reception of Huang Kan’s (488-545) sub-commentary on the Lunyu reflects major changes in traditional Chinese intellectual history. Together with the Lunyu jijie compiled by a group of scholars and published under the name of He Yan (190-249), it played a central role in the reception of the Lunyu for about five centuries up to the publication of Xing Bing’s (931-1010) Lunyu zhengyi which is largely based on material transmitted by Huang Kan. However, during the Song, the once celebrated Lunyu yishu became increasingly sidelined; its relevance and pertinence to intellectual trends diminished, some of its views became incompatible with the new intellectual pursuits. It thus lost its readership and ceased to exist physically in China around the time of Zhu Xi (1130-1200). In view of the prominent function of Zhu Xi’s interpretation of the Lunyu from the Mongol period onwards, the question as to whether Zhu Xi had access to the Lunyu yishu and whether interpretations set out in Huang Kan’s sub-commentary were integrated into the Lunyu jizhu occasioned a good deal of discussion from the Qianlong period until the present day.
Based on close readings of passages in which the Lunyu yishu and the Lunyu jizhu show striking similarities, this paper aims at providing a critical review of previous contributions and positions regarding the relationship between Zhu Xi and the Lunyu yishu.

