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Abstract:

In discussing the theoretical differences between Mencius and Xunzi,
the most scholars’ arguments focus on the issue of human nature, but on
the topic about reconstruction of the social political orders, Mencius and
Xunzi share the similar aims. If we observe their difference in the light of
their similarity, then the possible interpretation of the difference could be
their different ways to reconstruct the political order: Mencius advocate
the view that political order can be realized by extending one’s mind of
Ren (Renxin, 1=:») directly,while Xunzi insisted rebuilding the political
order by objective ritual (Li, L) ;The former’s discussion of political

depend on morality and on the contrary the latter’s morality theory is



based on politics. In the present article we attempt to demonstrate the
similarity of both Mencius and Xunzi, and further analyze their merits

and demerits in theory.

Key words:

Xunzi Mencius political order mind of Ren ritual



